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Preface

The 2012 edition of the Connecticut State Register and Manual con-
tains some changes in format and content. Consumers of information
require the most current data in a format that is workable in a computer
age. In response to this, the Office of the Secretary of the State is in the
process of moving a large amount of data to a new online format. This
will allow us to provide a more dynamic, easily accessible data source
to the public with the ability of real time updating. While modernizing
this publication, I am working to preserve the most critical information
about this past year in printed format.

It is my hope that the reader will find this edition of the Connecticut
State Register and Manual to be both a useful and comprehensive record
of this year in Connecticut government. I also wish to express my grat-
itude to all those who have assisted in the compilation of this year’s

publication.

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State

)



From Parade of Youth magazine, June 1946
Courtesy of Girl Scouts of Connecticut

During World War I, Connecticut Girl Scouts
collected waste kitchen fats for the war effort,
which were used to grease guns and make soap.



Strong Girls, Healthy Communities:
100 Years of Girl Scouts in Connecticut

This year, the Girl Scouts of America celebrate their 100th anniversary
and the Girl Scouts of Connecticut celebrate their centennial along with
the national organization. The first Girl Scout troop was created by
Juliette Gordon Low on March 12, 1912 in Savannah, Georgia and, that
very same year, the first troop in Connecticut was established. Low
wanted to establish a program that brought together girls from all back-
grounds, encouraged them to spend more time outside and helped them
develop self-reliance, resourcefulness and good citizenship.

The Girl Scout movement quickly grew and gained prestige throughout
the nation. In 1915, the Girl Scouts were incorporated by the United
States Congress. By 1920, they had nearly 70,000 members and by the
end of that decade that number had expanded to over 200,000, with troops
established in China, Mexico, and present day Saudi Arabia and Syria.
By 1950, the Girl Scouts had over 1.5 million members.

Girl Scouting in Hartford began at the start of World War I; ever since,
Connecticut Girl Scouts have provided invaluable assistance to troops
and the community in times of war. During the First World War, scouts
worked informally with aid organizations assisting in war drives, selling
war bonds and adopting war orphans. During the Second World War,
Connecticut Girl Scouts ran errand agencies and baby tending bureaus
that provided mothers with time to volunteer for service. They also held
collection drives for scraps for the war effort and to benefit the com-
munity. Scouts hosted a Victory Fund Drive at the Old State House in
Hartford, where they sold war stamps in order to raise money to aid
children in war zones. During the Vietnam War, East Lyme troops col-
lected clothing items to send to children in Vietnam. Some Connecticut
Girl Scouts even traveled to South Vietnam to assist with aid efforts for
refugees fleeing North Vietnam.

During the Great Depression and in other times of need, Girl Scout
troops in Connecticut established Distributing Centers, which collected
food, clothes and fuel for the needy. They worked with the American
Red Cross during Thanksgiving seasons to give food and clothes to those
without. For Christmases they sewed handmade dolls and repaired
donated toys to give to families.
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Hartford Council Dolls, November 1932
Courtesy of Girl Scouts of Connecticut

During the Great Depression, Connecticut Girl Scouts
held doll making contests, donating the dolls
to families in need for the holidays.

The first troops of Senior Service Girl Scouts (girls of high school age)
in Connecticut were established in 1942 during World War II. Senior
Girl Scouts were trained to help people in emergency situations, aid in
civilian defense units and tend to children in times of emergency. St.
Vincent’s Hospital in Bridgeport was one of the first hospitals to let
Senior Scouts volunteer as junior hospital aides. Though hospitals were
at first wary of letting Girl Scouts volunteer, the shortage of nurses and
the success of the scouts in Bridgeport soon had hospitals nationwide
requesting that Girl Scouts volunteer at their local hospitals. By 1945,
eighty-one former Hartford Girl Scouts had entered the war service. Soon
after the end of the war in 1945, the Girl Scouts were sending aid to
refugee children and sending trained Girl Scouts to help in liberated areas.

(viii)



Untitled, circa 1950
Courtesy of Girl Scouts of Connecticut

For 95 years, Girl Scouts have sold cookies to finance
troop activities. In 2008, Thin Mints were voted
Connecticut’s favorite cookie.

Connecticut Girl Scouts have always been actively engaged not only
in war efforts but in scouting and other major events. In 1922, the Hart-
ford Girl Scouts opened the first day camp in the nation at Garvan Field
in Newington. In 1969, four scouts from Connecticut were among 130
Girl Scouts from thirty-seven states sent to see the launching of Apollo
11. In 2007, two sisters from Connecticut were nationally recognized by
Girl Scouts of America as “National Young Women of Distinction.” In
2009, Girl Scouts of Connecticut collected 3,280 pounds of old sneakers
for recycling.

Each year Connecticut Girl Scouts collect donations of cookie boxes
to send to troops at home and abroad. In 2012 more than 125,000 boxes
were collected for the Cookies for Heroes program. Along with summer
and day camps, Connecticut Girl Scouts has instituted many programs
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that advocate for girls and help them to adjust to modern day obstacles.
Such programs include Girlz R.U.L.E., an anti-bullying campaign, and
S.T.E.M., a program that focuses on encouraging girls to pursue their
interests in science, technology, engineering and math.

Today, Girl Scouts is the largest educational organization for girls in
the world. There are over 3.2 million Girl Scouts globally and troops in
more than ninety countries. In Connecticut, 64,000 girls and adults are
currently members of the organization. One in every six women in Con-
necticut was at one time a Girl Scout. In the Connecticut legislature, that
ratio is even higher. Two out of every three female legislators were at
one point Girl Scouts. In 2010, I helped to establish an Honorary Girl
Scout Troop at the Capitol, whose membership includes female legisla-
tors, as well as Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman.

Connecticut Girl Scouts has helped countless girls to better themselves
and their communities. Girl Scouts have been there for Connecticut
troops in times of war, and for Connecticut citizens in times of need.
They work to promote understanding within their community and to help
girls develop as individuals and leaders. Girl Scouts promotes strong girls
and women, and hand in hand with that, they build healthier, more civ-
ically engaged communities.

In honor of the generations of girls and women who have made per-
sonal growth and helping others their priority, and in recognition of the
centennial anniversary of Girl Scouting, I dedicate the 2012 edition of
the Connecticut State Register and Manual to the past, present and future
Girl Scouts of Connecticut.

Yy Ava

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State



Courtesy of Girl Scouts of Connecticut

Then-House Majority Leader Denise Merrill listens to Girl Scouts
recite the Girl Scout Promise at their annual Advocacy Day in
Hartford, March 3, 2010.



Clockwise from top left:

Representative Nelson C.L. Brown, II
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 1957-1958;
Robert L. Perry, photographer

Senator Margaret E. Morton
Deputy President Pro Tempore of the Senate,
speaking at the Old State House in Hartford in 1990;
Wayne Fleming, photographer

Judge Peter C. Dorsey
from his official portrait at the U.S. District Court
Library in Hartford; Joseph Funaro, artist



In Memoriam:
Three Extraordinary Public Servants

This past year, Connecticut lost three of its most honorable and dedi-
cated public servants. Speaker of the House Nelson Brown, U.S. District
Court Judge Peter Collins Dorsey, and State Senator Margaret Morton
will always be remembered for their extraordinary contributions to the
state of Connecticut. In an era when public officials can sometimes get
bogged down in partisan bickering, these three individuals remind us all
of what is good about public service—that there are still millions of
honest and hardworking people that have dedicated their lives to making
our community the best it can possibly be.

On September 8, 2011, Nelson C. L. Brown, II of Groton passed
away. A former three-term state representative, Brown served in the Con-
necticut General Assembly from 1952 through 1958. In 1957, Brown
was chosen to be the Speaker of the House of Representatives for his
third and final term in the state legislature. At the age of 35, this gave
him the distinction of being the youngest Speaker in Connecticut history.

Brown’s remarkable political career will always be highlighted by his
tie-breaking 1957 vote in favor of a transportation bill that permitted
towns to provide free public school bus service to students of non-profit
private schools, including Catholic parochial schools. Brown, a Protestant
Republican, was forced to break a 133-133 tie on the bill that was
strongly opposed by the members of his own party. His vote in favor of
the bill pleased many Catholics within the state but angered Republicans
and eventually led to his exodus from the state legislature. The coura-
geous act by Speaker Brown would forever cement his legacy in Con-
necticut history.

Following his departure from the legislature, Brown worked for the
American Petroleum Institute (API), serving as Connecticut’s Executive
Director and eventually Northeast Regional Director. Following his
retirement in 1987, Brown served as a lobbyist for the Connecticut Coun-
cil on Freedom of Information and the Connecticut Broadcasters Asso-
ciation. In 1988, Governor William A. O’Neill appointed him to the
board of directors of the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority. In
1994, he was appointed as a member of the Connecticut Gaming Policy
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Board, and later was named chairman of the board by Governor John G.
Rowland.

Viewed as a man who could find common ground and moderation,
Brown was twice appointed as the ninth member to the State Reappor-
tionment Commission. The commission is charged with the difficult task
of redrawing legislative districts every ten years following the U.S. Cen-
sus. Four Republicans and four Democrats are always appointed to the
commission, followed by one individual agreed to by members of both
parties. Speaker Brown’s selection as the ninth member in 1991 and 2001
reflects the bi-partisan trust and respect he earned in over sixty years of
public life in Connecticut.

On January 21, 2012, longtime federal prosecutor and U.S. District
Court Judge Peter Collins Dorsey passed away. Perhaps best known
for presiding over the plea agreement and sentencing of former Governor
John Rowland, Judge Dorsey will be remembered as one of the most
respected federal judges in Connecticut’s modern history. A graduate of
The Harbor School in New London and Philips Academy in Andover,
Mass., Dorsey received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Yale University
in 1953. He earned his law degree in 1959 from Harvard Law School.

After years of private practice as a New Haven attorney, Dorsey was
nominated by his former Yale classmate, Connecticut Senator Lowell
Weicker, to serve as United States Attorney for the District of Connecti-
cut. Dorsey was appointed by President Richard Nixon and served in his
role as a federal prosecutor from 1974 to 1977. Following a brief return
to private practice, he was once again nominated by Senator Weicker,
this time for a federal judgeship on the U.S. District Court for the District
of Connecticut. Following an official nomination by President Ronald
Reagan and a confirmation by the U.S. Senate, Judge Dorsey took his
role on the bench, where he served honorably until his passing this winter.

Judge Dorsey served as chief judge from 1994 to 1998, when he as-
sumed senior status. The trial and conviction of dairy store owner Stew
Leonard, the N.A.A.C.P. discrimination suit against the town of East
Haven, and the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation’s attempts to gain federal
recognition are some of the most notable cases over which Judge Dorsey
presided.

Judge Dorsey will always be remembered for his reputation as being
a fair and well-respected judge, one inclined to show compassion and
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mercy, and with an independent streak that made it nearly impossible to
anticipate his decisions.

On March 10, 2012, Connecticut lost one if its most beloved advocates,
leaders and public servants with the passing of former state legislator
Margaret E. Morton of Bridgeport. A woman who exuded compassion
and yearned for a more just society, Morton’s political career was trail-
blazing. The first African American woman to serve in Connecticut’s
General Assembly, she gave hope to other African Americans and
women who wished to get involved with politics and make a difference
in their communities.

Margaret E. Morton was born in Virginia and spent the majority of
her childhood and teen years in Bluefield, West Virginia. After gradu-
ating summa cum laude from Genoa High School in 1941 she married
James F. Morton. Shortly after their marriage Margaret and James relo-
cated to Bridgeport, Connecticut, where they founded a funeral business.

Morton’s political career began in 1972 with her decision to run for a
vacant seat in the Connecticut House of Representatives. Concerned that
her local government was not doing enough to help her city, she decided
to run for office so that she could make a positive difference in society.
The first African American woman elected to the state House, Morton
took office in January of 1973 and served for four terms before also
becoming the first African American woman elected to the state Senate
in 1980. In 1990, she was appointed Deputy President Pro Tempore,
becoming the first African American women to hold the second highest
office in the state Senate.

While serving in the General Assembly, Morton frequently fought for
the rights of those who were ignored. With a mission to end discrimi-
nation in our society, she strongly advocated for the rights of women,
gay citizens, welfare recipients, and many more. In 1983, Morton was
one of the main advocates of a bill passed to prohibit discrimination on
the basis of sexual status. She also sponsored a bill to outlaw discrimi-
nation against people with AIDS. After retiring at the end of the 1992
legislative session, Morton served for two years in the Governor’s
Bridgeport office.

Margaret Morton was extremely important to Connecticut in more
ways than one. She was never content with just being another person
involved with politics; she constantly worked to help those who suffer
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injustices. Through government, business, church and community ser-
vice, Morton positively influenced not just African American women,
but all women. She will be remembered for her many accomplishments
as well as her sincere dedication to bettering our state.

Connecticut will always be grateful for the extraordinary contributions
of House Speaker Nelson C. L. Brown, Judge Peter Collins Dorsey and
Senator Margaret E. Morton. Their decades-long commitment to the state
serves as a model for future generations of public officials and citizens

Yy Ava

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State
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The Tenth Anniversary of the Help America Vote Act:
How Far We Have Come and
Where We Hope to Go in the Future

The momentous presidential election of 2000 proved to be the closest
electoral contest in United States history. In a race between Republican
Governor George W. Bush and Democratic Vice President Al Gore, the
fate of the election hinged on the outcome of one state: Florida. With an
unclear winner in Florida, candidate Gore called for a statewide recount.
The Florida recount revealed the lack of uniformity in election counting
standards among local municipalities across the state. Misaligned butter-
fly ballots with “hanging chads”, missing absentee ballots from military
overseas voters, and registered voters who were purged from the voter
rolls and turned away from the polls on Election Day, made citizens
across the country question the legitimacy of the vote for the highest
office in the land. Ultimately, the recount was suspended and deemed
unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court in a very contro-
versial 5-4 decision in Bush v. Gore. George W. Bush was declared the
winner of the presidential election in Florida by 537 votes. The Supreme
Court ruling, Bush v. Gore, did more than decide the 2000 presidential
election, but also made it clear that a federal intervention in the election
process was necessary. The Bush v. Gore decision held that without a
statewide uniform counting standard, a statewide recount could not be
conducted. Therefore, states, not local jurisdictions, would be responsible
for setting election administration standards, and that in order for votes
to be recorded accurately, local jurisdictions within each state needed
universal counting methods.

Two years after the 2000 presidential election, Congress responded to
the Bush v. Gore decision by enacting the Help America Vote Act
(HAVA). Authored by former Connecticut U.S. Senator Christopher
Dodd, the Help America Vote Act, signed into law on October 29, 2002,
mandated state governments regulate and administer elections. The new
law mandated that each state create a single, uniform, centralized, com-
puterized voter registration system maintained at the state level, which
until then was within the jurisdiction of local election administrators.
Election officials, poll workers, and election volunteers needed to be
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provided with uniform election training. States were also required to pur-
chase new electronic voting equipment. The new voting equipment
needed to be accessible to individuals with disabilities, permit voters to
verify their votes before casting their ballots, and produce permanent
paper records with the capacity for a manual audit. States also needed to
have uniform vote-counting measures among local election districts.
HAVA strengthened the identification requirements for new voter reg-
istration: first time voters who register by mail were required to present
identifying documents when registering to vote, voting in person, or ap-
plying for an absentee ballot. States also needed to establish provisional
ballots for persons who claim to be registered in a jurisdiction though do
not appear on the official voting list. Provisional ballots were required to
be verified promptly and counted, if valid. HAVA also required polling
places to have information posted on Election Day: a sample ballot, the
date of the election and hours of polls, instructions on how to vote, in-
structions for mail-in voters and first-time voters with new identification
requirements, the Voter Bill of Rights, rights concerning provisional bal-
lots, and information regarding state laws governing voter fraud. States
were also required to create a complaint process about violations of
HAVA by state or local jurisdiction.

HAVA directed that billions of dollars in federal funds to help mod-
ernize elections were distributed throughout the country. In order to re-
ceive monetary assistance from the federal government, each state was
required to submit a formal plan of action detailing the state’s plan to
execute the requirements of the Help America Vote Act. The newly es-
tablished Election Assistance Commission was responsible for reviewing
each state’s plan, and appropriating a sum of money from the $3.9 billion
of federal grants designated for the execution of HAVA.

Under my predecessor, Susan Bysiewicz, the Office of the Secretary
of the State filed Connecticut’s State Plan for HAVA in the summer of
2003. While the Help America Vote Act was created to establish mini-
mum election administration standards, Connecticut has far exceeded this
minimum and we have taken many steps before and after the enactment
of HAVA to establish a voting system that is secure, accurate and reliable.
By 2003, Connecticut was already nearly centralized with its voter reg-
istration lists. Today, it is completely centralized and computerized with
the ability for registrars of voters to effectively monitor their official
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registry list in order to prevent voter fraud or duplicate registration. Con-
necticut also spent $16 million on updating new voting equipment by
transitioning from lever-based voting machines to optical scan voting
technology using paper ballots. Researchers at the University of Con-
necticut endorsed the state’s purchase of optical-scan voting technology,
and recommended the use of tamper proof seals, disabling internal mo-
dems, and post-election audits. The researchers’ studies in the field of
voting technology led to the creation of the Voting Technology and Re-
search Center at the University of Connecticut, and the legal requirement
for post-election auditing. Today, all municipalities use electronic voting
technology approved by the State of Connecticut in which voters are able
to review their votes before submitting, and a printed record is produced
with a manual audit capacity. Post-election audits are conducted by 10%
of the districts which are selected at random—the strictest post-election
audit law in the country. The state also supplies a vote-by-phone system
designed to assist visually impaired voters to cast ballots privately and
independently as required under HAVA. Connecticut also redesigned
mail-in registration with new procedural requirements for state-issued
identification. Before 2002, training for election officials, poll workers,
and election volunteers was localized. Today, the state issues uniform
training for all individuals involved in polling place operations. Con-
necticut utilized $32.7 million of HAVA’s federal grants in the process
of updating our state’s voting system.

As Connecticut’s commissioner of elections, it is my responsibility as
the Secretary of the State to ensure that each and every ballot cast by a
registered voter in our state is accurately counted and recorded. 2012
marks the ten year anniversary of the enactment of the Help America
Vote Act. Over the past ten years, our nation and our state has made
necessary changes in order to prevent a reoccurrence of the mistakes
made in the 2000 presidential election. We have updated and centralized
our voting systems, making states accountable for the proper execution
of legitimate and fair elections. The Help America Vote Act has held all
states accountable for uniform election standards.

In the future, I believe the state of Connecticut can go even further to
make our voting system as dynamic, flexible and inclusive as possible to
address the other election crisis we face as a nation: woefully few Amer-
icans are actually using their constitutional right to vote. Connecticut is
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now acting to implement Election Day registration in a way that will
allow voters who may be motivated late in the election cycle to cast a
ballot. We are also developing a voter registration system that will allow
voters with a driver’s license to register online from any computer or
mobile device with Internet access. These election modernizations were
enacted into law this year and in the future I would like to see our General
Assembly explore opening our state up to early voting or mail-in voting,
concepts that have proven very popular and cost-saving in other states.
These reforms are based on the principle that more of our citizens will
participate in our elections if voting is made easier and more convenient.

Some ten years after the enactment of the Help America Vote Act, I
recognize that an election crisis became an opportunity for leaders who
had the political will to make necessary investments in our elections and
require us, as a nation, to raise our voting standards and modernize our
voting systems. None of the future election reforms I have outlined would
even be possible to consider were it not for the basic assurance of voting
integrity, security and accuracy guaranteed by the Help America Vote
Act. With that strong foundation, we can now confidently move Con-
necticut elections forward into the 21st century.

Yy Ava

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State
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In Memory of

Brian R. Bill
Edward J. Frank II
Ari R. Cullers
Philip C.S. Schiller

Service members from Connecticut lost in
Afghanistan and Iraq,
June 2011 — August 2012

Orlando E. Gonzalez

Dennis J. Pratt

Service members from Connecticut lost in
Afghanistan and Iraq,
March 2007 — July 2009







Navy Chief Special Warfare Operator Brian R. Bill

Navy Chief Special Warfare Operator (SEAL) Brian R. Bill, of Stam-
ford, died August 6, 2011 in Wardak Province, Afghanistan when his
helicopter was shot down during a mission to assist Army Rangers en-
gaged with enemy forces. He was 31 years old.

A graduate of Trinity Catholic High School in Stamford and Norwich
University in Vermont, Bill enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 2001 and trained
in Illinois and Florida. After graduating from Basic Underwater Demo-
lition/SEAL Training in California in 2002 and Naval Special Warfare
Advanced Training in 2003, he was assigned to an East Coast-based
SEAL team in Virginia Beach, Va.

A highly-decorated combat veteran of numerous worldwide deploy-
ments and sixty direct-action missions, Chief Petty Officer Bill’s awards
include three Bronze Star Medals with Valor, including one for extraor-
dinary heroism; the Joint Service Commendation Medal with Valor; the
Purple Heart; the National Defense Service and Defense Meritorious Ser-
vice Medals; the Navy-Marine Corps Commendation and Achievement
Medals; the Afghanistan and Iraq Campaign Medals; the Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary and Service Medals; two Combat Action Rib-
bons; the Sea Service Deployment Ribbon; two Presidential Unit Cita-
tions; the Navy Unit Citation; and the Rifle and Pistol Expert Medals.

Navy Chief Special Warfare Operator Brian R. Bill was laid to rest at
Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. Survivors include his parents,
his brothers and his sisters.

Information and photograph courtesy of: Naval Special Warfare Command Public Affairs. Addi-

tional sources: The Congressional Record; American Forces Press Service; Norwich University
Alumni Olffice.
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Army Sergeant Edward J. Frank, II

Army Sergeant Edward J. Frank, II, who was born in Hartford, died
August 11, 2011, in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan when his unit was
attacked with an improvised explosive device while on patrol. He was
26 years old.

Sgt. Frank was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, based at Fort Drum,
NY.

A graduate of Gorton High School in Yonkers N.Y., Frank joined the
Army in August 2005. After completing Basic Training at Fort Benning,
Ga., he was stationed in Germany from December 2005 to July 2010.
An infantryman, Frank was twice deployed from Germany to serve in
Iraq. In July 2010 he was assigned to Fort Drum and was deployed to
Afghanistan with his unit in March 2011.

Sgt. Frank’s awards and decorations include two Army Commendation
Medals, two Army Achievement Medals, the Meritorious Unit Commen-
dation, two Army Good Conduct Medals, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the NATO Medal, the Army
Service Ribbon, the Overseas Service Ribbon and the Combat Infantry-
man Badge.

Army Sergeant Edward J. Frank, II is survived by his wife, three chil-
dren, and his parents.

Information and photograph courtesy of: U.S. Army, Fort Drum Public Affairs. Additional sources:
The Hartford Courant; The Journal News (White Plains).
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Army Staff Sergeant Ari R. Cullers

Army Staff Sergeant Ari R. Cullers, of Waterford, died October 30,
2011 in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan when enemy forces attacked
his unit with a rocket propelled grenade. He was 28 years old.

Staff Sgt. Cullers was assigned to the 3rd Brigade Special Troops Bat-
talion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, based at Fort
Drum, N.Y.

A 2001 graduate of Waterford High School, Cullers joined the Army
in October 2004. After training at Fort Jackson, S.C., he was assigned to
Camp Kyle, Korea and Fort Sill, Okla., before being assigned to Fort
Drum in December 2008. He served a tour in Afghanistan from Decem-
ber 2008 to December 2009, and was deployed again in March 2011.

Sgt. Cullers’ awards and decorations include the Purple Heart and the
Bronze Star, the Army Commendation Medal, four Army Achievement
Medals, the Meritorious Unit Commendation, two Army Good Conduct
Medals, the National Defense Service Medal, the Korean Defense Service
Medal, three Afghanistan Campaign Medals, the Global War on Terror-
ism Service Medal, the Noncommissioned Officer Professional Devel-
opment Ribbon, the Army Service Ribbon, three Overseas Service Rib-
bons, the NATO Medal, the Certificate of Achievement, the Combat
Action Badge, and the Driver and Mechanic Badge.

Army Staff Sergeant Ari R. Cullers was laid to rest at St. Mary Cem-
etery in New London. Survivors include his mother, his stepfather and
his brother.

Information and photograph courtesy of: U.S. Army, Fort Drum Public Affairs. Additional sources:
The Day; U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Army Specialist Philip C. S. Schiller

Army Specialist Philip C. S. Schiller, who grew up in West Hartford
and Winsted, died April 11, 2012 in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered while providing cover to his unit after it was attacked
by enemy forces with small arms fire. He was 21 years old.

Spc. Schiller was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment,
3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, based at Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.

He attended Oliver Wolcott Regional Vocational Technical School in
Torrington before moving to The Colony Texas, where he joined The
Colony High School’s Junior ROTC program.

Upon graduation in 2010, Schiller enlisted in the Army and completed
Basic and Advanced Individual Training at Fort Benning, Ga. In Novem-
ber 2010 he was assigned to the 3rd Stryker Brigade at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, and was deployed to Afghanistan in March 2011.

Spc. Schiller’s awards and decorations include the Army Achievement
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Global War on Terror-
ism Service Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, and the Combat Infantry-
man Badge. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and the
Bronze Star.

Army Specialist Philip C. S. Schiller was laid to rest at Dallas-Fort
Worth National Cemetery in Dallas, Texas. Survivors include his father,
his mother and his sister.

Information and photograph courtesy of: U.S. Army, Joint Base Lewis-McChord Public Affairs.

Additional sources: The Northwest Guardian; The Dallas Morning News; KHOU-TV, Inc.; The
Hartford Courant.
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Army Private First Class Orlando E. Gonzalez

Army Private First Class Orlando E. Gonzalez, who was born in
Bridgeport, died March 25, 2007 in Diyala Province, Iraq when his patrol,
which was handing out candy to Iraqi children, was attacked by a suicide
bomber. He was 21 years old.

Gonzalez was a scout javelin gunner and paratrooper assigned to the
5th Squadron, 73rd Calvary Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd
Airborne Division, based at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Gonzalez moved from Connecticut to Glen Rock, Pa. as a child, and
graduated from Glen Rock’s Susequhannock High School in 2005. He
joined the Army in June 2005 and completed Calvary Scout One Station
Unit Training at Fort Knox, Ky. He then completed the Basic Airborne
Course in November 2005 at Fort Benning, Ga., and was assigned to the
82nd Airborne at Fort Bragg.

Pfc. Gonzalez’ awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal,
the Purple Heart, the National Defense Service Medal, the Iraq Campaign
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Army Service
Ribbon, the Combat Action Badge and the Parachutist’s Badge.

Army Private First Class Orlando E. Gonzalez was laid to rest at Ar-
lington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va. Survivors include his par-
ents, his sister, and his brothers.

Information courtesy of: U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne Public Affairs Office, Fort Bragg, NC. Pho-

tograph courtesy of: Office of Lt. Government Nancy W. Wyman (Conn.). Additional sources: The
Congressional Record; the York Daily Record; the Connecticut Post.
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Army Specialist Dennis J. Pratt

Army Specialist Dennis J. Pratt, who was born in Waterbury and raised
in Southington, died July 20, 2009 in Wardak Province, Afghanistan,
when his vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device followed
by an attack from enemy forces with small arms and rocket propelled
grenade fire. He was 34 years old.

Spc. Pratt was a field artillery automated tactical data systems specialist
assigned to the 4th Battalion, 25th Field Artillery (STRIKE), 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division (Light Infantry) based at Fort
Drum, N.Y.

Spc. Pratt graduated from Southington High School in 1995. He later
moved to Duncan Okla., and joined the Army in January 2008 at the age
of 32. After completing basic training at Fort Sill, Okla., he was assigned
to Fort Drum in June 2008. He was deployed to Afghanistan in January
20009.

Spc. Pratt’s awards and decorations include the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal and the Afghanistan Campaign Medal with Campaign Star.
He was posthumously promoted to Specialist from the rank of Private
First Class and awarded the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart and the Army
Good Conduct Medal.

Army Specialist Dennis J. Pratt was laid to rest at Fort Sill National
Cemetery in Elgin, Okla. Survivors include his wife and three children,
his parents, two brothers and his stepsister.

Information and photograph courtesy of: U.S. Army, Fort Drum Public Affairs. Additional sources:

The Hartford Courant; The Oklahoman; Tulsa World; NBC30 Connecticut News, WVIT; Meriden
Record-Journal; U.S. Department of Defense.
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In Memory of
Service Members from Connecticut
Lost in Afghanistan and Iraq

March 2002 — September 2004

(Memorialized in the 2004 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

John A. Chapman
Phillip A. Jordan
Kemaphoom Ahn Chanawongse
Wilfredo Perez, Jr.
Richard Selden Eaton, Jr.
David Travis Friedrich
Anthony D’ Agostino
Phillip R. Albert
Jeffrey Braun
Eric Thomas Paliwoda
Benjamin Gilman
Tyanna Avery-Felder
Felix Delgreco
Nathan B. Bruckenthal
Melissa Hobart
Jacob D. Martir




October 2004 — October 2005

(Memorialized in the 2005 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

William Brennan
Kevin J. Dempsey
Joseph Michael Nolan
Michael J. McMahon
Henry E. Irizarry
Robert Hoyt
Thomas E. Vitagliano
Lawrence R. Philippon
John T. Schmidt, III
Christopher Hoskins
Steve Reich
David Coullard

November 2005 — September 2006

(Memorialized in the 2006 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Brian S. Letendre
Stephen Bixler
Jordan C. Pierson
Philip A. Johnson
Nicholas A. Madaras




November 2006 — May 2007

(Memorialized in the 2007 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Jason Hamill
Joseph E. Phaneuf, II
Richard L. Ford
Stephen K. Richardson
Orlando E. Gonzalez*

Keith Heidtman

June 2007 - April 2008

(Memorialized in the 2008 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Andre Craig, Jr.
Jason D. Lewis

Jason Lantieri

May 2008 — May 2009

(Memorialized in the 2009 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Christian S. Cotner

Thomas J. Brown

* The memorial for Orlando E. Gonzalez appears in the 2012 edition of the
Connecticut State Register and Manual.



June 2009 - May 2010
(Memorialized in the 2010 edition

of the State Register and Manual)
Edward C. Kramer
Dennis J. Pratt*
Benjamin A. Sklaver
Xhacob LaTorre
Ronald J. Spino
Tyler O. Griffin

Edwin Rivera

June 2010 - May 2011

(Memorialized in the 2011 edition
of the State Register and Manual)

Steven J. DeLuzio
Gebrah P. Noonan
David R. Fahey, Jr.
Dae Han Park
Frank E. Adamski, III
Raymond G. Estelle, 11
Richard C. Emmons, III

Eric D. Soufrine

* The memorial for Dennis J. Pratt appears in the 2012 edition of the Connecticut
State Register and Manual.
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PREFACE TO THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The Declaration of Independence is generally re-
garded as one of the most famous documents in the
history of the world. On June 10, 1776, the Continental
Congress appointed a committee, consisting of Thomas
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sher-
man and Robert R. Livingston to draft a Declaration of

Independence.

Jefferson wrote out a rough draft of the Declaration,
which was carefully revised by the committee and pre-
sented to Congress for adoption. After some further
slight revisions by that body, it was adopted on July 4,
1776, at Philadelphia.

The parchment with the original signatures was de-
posited with the Department of State when the govern-

ment was organized in 1789.

The original Declaration of Independence was trans-
ferred from the Department of State, by direction of the
late President Warren G. Harding, to the Library of Con-
gress. In 1952, at the direction of Congress, it was trans-
ferred to the National Archives Building, Washington,
D.C., where it rests today.
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
In Congress, July 4, 1776

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION
of the
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.—That to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed, that whenever any form of government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety
and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments long established,
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all ex-
perience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably
the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new
guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts
be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing im-
portance, unless suspended in their operations till his assent should be obtained;
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the
legislature, a right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable,
and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned
to the people at large for their exercise; the State remaining, in the meantime,
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

)



DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 5

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose
obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appropri-
ations of lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws
for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers
to harass our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent
of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the civil
power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts
of pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which
they should commit on the inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province,
establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so

as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering
fundamentally the forms of our governments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection, and
waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the lives of our people.

He is, at this time, transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete
the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high seas, to bear
arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and
brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose
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known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and
conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most
humble terms: our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.
A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a
tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have
warned them, from time to time, of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice
and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred
to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections
and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war,
in peace friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General
Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rec-
titude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent States; that they are absolved
from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all political connection between
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and
that as free and independent States they have full power to levy war, conclude
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things
which independent States may of right do. And for the support of this declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honour.

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay,
Josiah Bartlett, Saml. Adams,
Wm. Whipple, John Adams,
Matthew Thornton; Robt. Treat Pain,
Elbridge Gerry;
Rhode Island etc., Delaware
Step. Hopkins, Caesar Rodney,
William Ellery; Geo. Read,
Tho. M’Kean;
Connecticut, Maryland,
Roger Sherman, Samuel Chase,
Saml. Huntington, Wm. Paca,
Wm. Williams, Thos. Stone,
Oliver Wolcott; Charles Carroll,

of Carrolton;
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New York,
Wm. Floyd,
Phil Livingston,
Frans. Lewis,
Lewis Morris;

New Jersey,
Richd. Stockton,
Jno. Witherspoon,
Fras. Hopkinson,
John Hart,
Abra. Clark;

Pennsylvania,
Robt. Morris,
Benjamin Rush,
Benja. Franklin,
John Morton,

Virginia,
George Wythe,
Richard Henry Lee,
Thos. Jefferson,
Benja. Harrison,
Thos. Nelson, jr.,
Francis Lighfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton;

North Carolina,
Wm. Hooper,
Joseph Hewes,
John Penn;

South Carolina,
Edward Rutledge,
Thos. Heyward, junr.,
Thomas Lynch, junr.,

Geo. Clymer, Arthur Middleton;
Jas. Smith,
Geo. Taylor, Georgia,
James Wilson, Button Gwinnett,
Geo. Ross; Lyman Hall,
Geo. Walton.
IN CONGRESS,
January 18, 1777.
Ordered

That an authenticated copy of the Declaration of independence, with the names
of the Members of Congress subscribing the same, be sent to each of the United
States, and that they be desired to have the same put on record.

JOHN HANCOCK,
President.
By Order of Congress,
Attest, CHAS. THOMSON,
Secy.
A true copy,
JOHN HANCOCK,
Presidt.



PREFACE TO THE
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

The United States Constitution is the oldest federal
constitution in existence. It was so well framed that it
has served as the basis for this government for two
centuries. Only once has it been seriously endangered,
this being during the Civil War. Many of its principles

have been adopted by other countries.

The Constitution was the outgrowth of a convention
of delegates from the different states that met in Phila-
delphia in May, 1787, Rhode Island not being repre-
sented. George Washington presided over the conven-
tion, which lasted from May to September.

The Constitution was then submitted to the then ex-
isting states for ratification, with a provision that it
should become effective when ratified by nine states.
New Hampshire was the ninth state to ratify, June 21,
1788, and the Constitution went into effect in 1789.

The states ratified the Constitution in the following
order: Delaware, Dec. 7; Pennsylvania, Dec. 12, and
New Jersey, Dec. 18, 1787; Georgia, Jan. 2; Connecti-
cut, Jan. 9; Massachusetts, Feb. 6; Maryland, Apr. 28;
South Carolina, May 23; New Hampshire, June 21; Vir-
ginia, June 25, and New York, July 26, 1788; North
Carolina, Nov. 21, 1789, and Rhode Island, May 29,
1790.
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*CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PREAMBLE.

WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, in Order to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.

ARTICLE I

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Represen-
tatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members cho-
sen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most nu-
merous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age
of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and
who shall not, when elected be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be
chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons,
including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States,
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years in such Manner as they shall
by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until
such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled
to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Dela-
ware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five
and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers;
and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators
from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election,
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes.

The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration
of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year,
and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may

*Connecticut ratified the Constitution Jan. 9, 1788, having been the fifth State to vote for ratification.
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10 CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or oth-
erwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof
may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature,
which shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty
Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but
shall have no Vote unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore,
in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of
President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting
for that Purpose they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of
the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall
be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal
from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust
or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be
liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to
Law.

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators
and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof;
but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except
as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meetings
shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a
different Day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qual-
ifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum
to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may
be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner,
and under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members
for disorderly Behavior, and with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time
publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy;
and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall,
at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall without the Consent of
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in
which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for
their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of
their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for
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any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other
Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected,
be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which
shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased
during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States,
shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Rep-
resentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on
other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the
Senate, shall, before it becomes a Law, be presented to the President of the
United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with
his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter
the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after
such Reconsideration two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it
shall be sent, together with the objections to the other House, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall
become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter-
mined by yeas and nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against
the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after
it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner
as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its
Return, in which Case it shall not be a law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjourn-
ment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the
Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him,
shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives,
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States,
and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization and uniform Laws on the
subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the
Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current
Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings
and Discoveries;
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To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and
Offences against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules con-
cerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall
be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation to the land and naval
Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union,
suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for gov-
erning such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States,
reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the
Authority of Training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Con-
gress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District
(not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and
the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United
States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of
Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, Dock-Yards and other needful Building;—And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution
in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress
prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may
be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless
when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the
Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to
the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from,
one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appro-
priations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts
and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person
holding any office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of
the Congress accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.
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Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation;
grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any
Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Con-
tracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties
on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing
its inspection Laws; and the net Produce of All Duties and Imposts, laid by any
State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United
States: and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the
Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage,
keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or
Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless
actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and,
together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as
follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct,
a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Represen-
tatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or
Representative or Person holding an office of Trust or Profit under the United
States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the
Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the
President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes
shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall
be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an
equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately
chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority,
then from the five highest on the list the said House shall in like Manner chuse
the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States,
the Representation from each State having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose
shall consist of a Member or Members from two-thirds of the States, and a
Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after
the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of
the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice
President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day
on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout
the United States.
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No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States,
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office
of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that Office who shall not
have attained to the age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident
within the United States.

In case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Res-
ignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the
Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide
for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President
and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such
Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President
shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following
Oath or Affirmation:—*‘I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully
execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my
Ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy
of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into
the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing,
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any subject
relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to
grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in
cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to
make Treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court,
and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law; but the Congress
may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper,
in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the
End of their next Session.

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of
the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures
as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions,
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between
them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such
Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public
Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall
Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President, and all civil Officers of the United
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of,
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.
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ARTICLE III.

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts,
shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive
for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their
Continuance in Office.

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity,
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made,
or which shall be made, under their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambas-
sadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and mar-
itime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a
party;—to Controversies between two or more States:—between a State and
Citizens of another State;—Dbetween Citizens of different States;—between Cit-
izens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and
between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and
those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original
jurisdiction. In all other Cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have
appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under
such regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury;
and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been
committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such
Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying
War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.
No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Wit-
nesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during
the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the Public
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and
Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and
Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who
shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the
executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be
removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof,
escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein,
be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim
of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.
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Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but
no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other
State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts
of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as
well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice
any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Inva-
sion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE V.

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary,
shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the
Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for
proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and
Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the
one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided
that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the
Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall
be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE VL

All debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of
this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Consti-
tution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the
Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the
several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation,
to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.
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ARTICLE VIIL.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

The Word ‘‘the,”” being interlined between the
seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, The
Word ““Thirty’” being partly written on an Erazure
in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words
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Attest William Jackson Secretary
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Done in Convention by the Unani-
mous Consent of the States present the
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Independence of the United States of
America the Twelfth In witness
whereof We have hereunto subscribed
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Go. WASHINGTON—Presidt.
and deputy from Virginia
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WM. PATERSON,
JONA: DAYTON;

B. FRANKLIN,
THOMAS MIFFLIN,
ROBT. MORRIS,
GEO. CLYMER,
THOS. FITZSIMONS,
JARED INGERSOLL,
JAMES WILSON,
GouvV MORRIS;

GEO: READ,

GUNNING BEDFORD JUN,
JOHN DICKINSON,
RICHARD BASSETT,
JACO: BROOM;

JAMES MCHENRY,
DAN OF ST THOS' JENIFER,
DaNL CARROLL;

JOHN BLAIR,
JAMES MADISON JR.;

WM. BLOUNT,
RicHP. DOBBS SPAIGHT,
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South Carolina J. RUTLEDGE,
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY,
CHARLES PINCKNEY,
PIERCE BUTLER;

Georgia WiLLiAM FEw,
ABR BALDWIN.

The orthography and punctuation both of the constitution and the several amendments, as printed in
a copy furnished for the purpose by the Secretary of State of the United States, have been followed
exactly in printing this work.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES

Articles

IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States,
pursuant to the fifth Article of the Original Constitution.

ARTICLE L7

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE II.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III.

No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by
law.

ARTICLE IV.

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affir-
mation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

FThe first ten Amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the ‘‘Bill of
Rights.”” Ratified by this State April 19, 1939.
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ARTICLE V.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising
in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of
War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.

ARTICLE VI.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VIL!

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury,
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according
to the rules of the common law.

ARTICLE VIIL

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
and unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed
to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

ARTICLE X.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro-
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people.

ARTICLE XI1.2

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to
any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United
States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign
State.

IThis applies only to United States courts.
2Ratified by this State May 15, 1794 (See House Journal 1794 and State Records 1794).
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ARTICLE XII.3

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for Pres-
ident and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of
the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted
for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President,
and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of
all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each,
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The
person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President,
if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and
if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest num-
bers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House
of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in
choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation
from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a
member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the
states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall
not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them,
before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act
as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the
President.—The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President,
shall be Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of
Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for
the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a
majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person
constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of
Vice-President of the United States.

ARTICLE XIIL*

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment
for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within
the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XIV.?

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge

3Proposed by Congress December 12, 1803. Not ratified by this State. Ratification announced by
Secretary of State, September 25, 1804.

4Proposed by Congress February 1 1865. Ratified by this State May 5, 1865. Ratification announced
by Secretary of State, December 18, 1865.

SProposed by Congress June 16, I866 Ratified by this State June 30, 1866. Ratification announced by
Secretary of State, July 28, 1868.
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the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States ac-
cording to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in
each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election
for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or
the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants
of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States,
or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the
basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens
twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or
elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military,
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a
member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such
disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by
law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services
in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred
in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for
the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims
shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legis-
lation, the provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XV.6
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.
Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XVL7

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and
without regard to any census or enumeration.

SProposed by Congress February 27, 1869. Ratified by this State May 19, 1869. Ratification announced
by Secretary of State, March 30, 1870.

"Proposed by Congress July 12, 1909. Not ratified by this State. Ratification announced by the Secretary
of State of the United States, February 25, 1913.



22 AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

ARTICLE XVIL8

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
state, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. When vacancies
happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority
of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that
the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make tem-
porary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the leg-
islature may direct. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the
election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the
Constitution.

ARTICLE XVIIL?

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture,
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof,
into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject
to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States,
as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the sub-
mission hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XIX.10

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XX.!!

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon
on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at
noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have
ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall
then begin.

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such
meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law
appoint a different day.

8Proposed by Congress May 13, 1912. Ratified by this State April 15, 1913. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, May 31, 1913.

9Proposed by Congress December 18, 1917. Ratification announced by the Acting Secretary of the
United States, January 29, 1919. Became effective January 16, 1920. Not ratified by this State. Repealed
by Article XXI effective December 5, 1933.

10Proposed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratification announced by the Secretary of State of the United
States, August 26, 1920. Ratified by this State September 14, 1920, and September 21,

UPproposed by Congress March 2, 1932. Ratification announced by the Secretary of Slalc ot ‘the United
States, February 6, 1933. Ratified by this State January 27, 1933.
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Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President,
the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become Pres-
ident. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the
beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then
the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qual-
ified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a
President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who
shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be
selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President
shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case
of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October
following the ratification of this article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States within seven years from the date of its submission.

ARTICLE XXI.12

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the
United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or pos-
session of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors,
in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission
hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXII.13

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than
twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President,
for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this
Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this
Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who
may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term
within which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of President
or acting as President during the remainder of such term.

12proposed by Congress February 20, 1933. Ratified by this Slate July 11, 1933. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, December 5,

3Proposed by Congress March 24, 1947. Ratified by this Statc May 21, 1947. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, March 1, 1951.
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Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified
as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States
by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXIIL !

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United
States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: A number of
electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators
and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it
were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be
in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for
the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors
appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the district and perform such duties
as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXIV.15

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary
or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or
Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any
poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXV.10

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death
or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President,
the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon con-
firmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written decla-
ration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and
until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and
duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may
by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the

14proposed by Congress June 16, 1960. Ratified by this State March 9, 1961. Ratification announced
by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, April 3, 1961.

I5Proposed by Congress August 27, 1962. Ratified by this State March 20, 1963. Ratification announced
by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, February 4, 1964. Became effective on
January 23, 1964.

16proposed by Congress January 6, 1965. Ratified by this State February 14, 1967. Ratification con-
summated February 10, 1967 and announced by the Administrator of General Services of the United
States, February 23, 1967.
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Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the Pres-
ident is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President
shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration
that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless
the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit
within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide
the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session.
If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written dec-
laration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress
is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice
President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise,
the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

ARTICLE XXVL.17
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years
of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or
by any State on account of age.
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXVIL!8

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Rep-
resentatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have
intervened.

7Proposed by Congress March 23, 1971. Ratified by this State March 23, 1971. Ratification consum-
mated June 30, 1971 and announced by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, July
5, 1971.

I8Proposed by Congress on September 25, 1789. Ratified in this state by House Joint Resolution No.
54, which was adopted by the House of Representatives on May 6, 1987, and by the Senate on May 13,
1987 and certified by the Archivist of the United States on May 18, 1992.



CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

PREAMBLE.

The People of Connecticut acknowledging with gratitude, the good providence
of God, in having permitted them to enjoy a free government; do, in order more
effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the liberties, rights and privileges
which they have derived from their ancestors; hereby, after a careful consid-
eration and revision, ordain and establish the following constitution and form
of civil government.

ARTICLE FIRST.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

That the great and essential principles of liberty and free government may be
recognized and established,

WE DECLARE:

SEC. 1. All men when they form a social compact, are equal in rights; and
no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive public emoluments or privileges
from the community.

SEc. 2. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free governments
are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit; and they have at
all times an undeniable and indefeasible right to alter their form of government
in such manner as they may think expedient.

SEC. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, with-
out discrimination, shall forever be free to all persons in the state; provided,
that the right hereby declared and established, shall not be so construed as to
excuse acts of licentiousness, or to justify practices inconsistent with the peace
and safety of the state.

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.

SEC. 5. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech
or of the press.

SEC. 6. In all prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given
in evidence, and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts,
under the direction of the court.

SEC. 7. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and pos-
sessions from unreasonable searches or seizures; and no warrant to search any
place, or to seize any person or things, shall issue without describing them as
nearly as may be, nor without probable cause supported by oath or affirmation.

SEc. 8. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard
by himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process to obtain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient
security, except in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption
great; and in all prosecutions by indictment or information, to a speedy, public
trial by an impartial jury. No person shall be compelled to give evidence against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law,
nor shall excessive bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall
be held to answer for any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment,
unless on a presentment or an indictment of a grand jury, except in the armed
forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
(Sec. 8 amended in 1982. See Art. XVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

(26)
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SEC. 9. No person shall be arrested, detained or punished, except in cases
clearly warranted by law.

SEC. 10. All courts shall be open, and every person, for an injury done to
him in his person, property or reputation, shall have remedy by due course of
law, and right and justice administered without sale, denial or delay.

SEcC. 11. The property of no person shall be taken for public use, without just
compensation therefor.

SEC. 12. The privileges of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended,
unless, when in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it;
nor in any case, but by the legislature.

SEC. 13. No person shall be attainted of treason or felony, by the legislature.

SEC. 14. The citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to assemble for
their common good, and to apply to those invested with the powers of govern-
ment, for redress of grievances, or other proper purposes, by petition, address
or remonstrance.

SEc. 15. Every citizen has a right to bear arms in defense of himself and the
state.

SEC. 16. The military shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subor-
dination to the civil power.

SEc. 17. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without
the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed
by law.

SEC. 18. No hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors, shall ever be granted,
or conferred in this state.

SEC. 19. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate.

(Sec. 19 amended in 1972. See Art. IV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 20. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be
subjected to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his
civil or political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry or national
origin.

(Sec. 20 amended in 1974. See Art. V of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

(Sec. 20 amended in 1984. See Art. XXI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE SECOND.*
OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

The powers of government shall be divided into three distinct departments,
and each of them confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are
legislative, to one; those which are executive, to another; and those which are
judicial, to another.

*(ARTICLE SECOND amended in 1982. See Art. XVIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State
of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE THIRD.
OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. The legislative power of the state shall be vested in two distinct houses
or branches; the one to be styled the senate, the other the house of represen-
tatives, and both together the general assembly. The style of their laws shall
be: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General As-
sembly convened.
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SEC. 2. There shall be a regular session of the general assembly to commence
on the Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding
the election of its members, and at such other times as the general assembly
shall judge necessary; but the person administering the office of governor may,
on special emergencies, convene the general assembly at any other time. All
regular and special sessions of the general assembly shall be held at Hartford,
but the person administering the office of governor may, in case of special
emergency, convene the assembly at any other place in the state. The general
assembly shall adjourn each regular session not later than the first Wednesday
after the first Monday in June following its organization and shall adjourn each
special session upon completion of its business. If any bill passed by any regular
or special session or any appropriation item described in Section 16 of Article
Fourth has been disapproved by the governor prior to its adjournment, and has
not been reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjourn-
ment, the secretary of the state shall reconvene the general assembly on the
second Monday after the last day on which the governor is authorized to transmit
or has transmitted every bill to the secretary with his objections pursuant to
Section 15 of Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first; provided
if such Monday falls on a legal holiday the general assembly shall be reconvened
on the next following day. The reconvened session shall be for the sole purpose
of reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires, repassing such bills. The general
assembly shall adjourn sine die not later than three days following its recon-
vening.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1970. See Art. III of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEc. 3. The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more than fifty
members, each of whom shall be an elector residing in the senatorial district
from which he is elected. Each senatorial district shall be contiguous as to
territory and shall elect no more than one senator.

(Sec. 3 amended in 1970. See Art. II, Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

SEC. 4. The house of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred
twenty-five and not more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom
shall be an elector residing in the assembly district from which he is elected.
Each assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more
than one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly districts no town
shall be divided except for the purpose of forming assembly districts wholly
within the town.

(Sec. 4 amended in 1970. See Art. II, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

SEC. 5. The establishment of districts in the general assembly shall be con-
sistent with federal constitutional standards.

(Sec. 5 amended in 1980. See Art. XVI, Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 6. a. The assembly and senatorial districts as now established by law
shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after the
completion of the next census of the United States. Such general assembly shall,
upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each
house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper ap-
portionment of representation in accordance with the principles recited in this
article. Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular
session following the completion of the census of the United States, upon roll
call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, enact
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such plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

b. If the general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the first day
of the April next following the completion of the decennial census of the United
States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission consisting of the eight
members designated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of
the house of representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority
leader of the house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two mem-
bers of the commission, provided that there are members of no more than two
political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event
that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of the
general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other than
that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of
representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall
designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the July next
succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the
secretary unless it is certified by at least six members of the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law.

d. If by the first day of the July next succeeding the appointment of its members
the commission fails to submit a plan of districting, a board of three persons
shall forthwith be empaneled. The speaker of the house of representatives and
the minority leader of the house of representatives shall each designate, as one
member of the board, a judge of the superior court of the state, provided that
there are members of no more than two political parties in the house of rep-
resentatives. In the event that there are members of more than two political
parties in the house of representatives, all members belonging to the parties
other than that of the speaker shall select one of their number, who shall then
designate, as one member of the board, a judge of the superior court of the
state, in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of the house of repre-
sentatives. The two members of the board so designated shall select an elector
of the state as the third member.

e. The board shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in accordance
with the principles recited in this article and shall, by the first day of the October
next succeeding its selection, submit a plan of districting to the secretary. No
plan shall be submitted to the secretary unless it is certified by at least two
members of the board. Upon receiving such plan, the secretary shall publish the
same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of districting shall have full
force of law.

(Sec. 6, subsections a through e, amended in 1976. See Art. XII of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut; amended in 1980. See Art. XVI, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 7. The treasurer, secretary of the state, and comptroller shall canvass
publicly the votes for senators and representatives. The person in each senatorial
district having the greatest number of votes for senator shall be declared to be
duly elected for such district, and the person in each assembly district having
the greatest number of votes for representative shall be declared to be duly
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elected for such district. The general assembly shall provide by law the manner
in which an equal and the greatest number of votes for two or more persons so
voted for for senator or representative shall be resolved. The return of votes,
and the result of the canvass, shall be submitted to the house of representatives
and to the senate on the first day of the session of the general assembly. Each
house shall be the final judge of the election returns and qualifications of its
own members.

SEC. 8. A general election for members of the general assembly shall be held
on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, biennially, in the even-
numbered years. The general assembly shall have power to enact laws regulating
and prescribing the order and manner of voting for such members, for filling
vacancies in either the house of representatives or the senate, and providing for
the election of representatives or senators at some time subsequent to the Tuesday
after the first Monday of November in all cases when it shall so happen that
the electors in any district shall fail on that day to elect a representative or
senator.

SEC. 9. At all elections for members of the general assembly the presiding
officers in the several towns shall receive the votes of the electors, and count
and declare them in open meeting. The presiding officers shall make and certify
duplicate lists of the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each.
One list shall be delivered within three days to the town clerk, and within ten
days after such meeting, the other shall be delivered under seal to the secretary
of the state.

SEC. 10. The members of the general assembly shall hold their offices from
the Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding their
election until the Wednesday after the first Monday of the third January next
succeeding their election, and until their successors are duly qualified.

SEC. 11. No member of the general assembly shall, during the term for which
he is elected, hold or accept any appointive position or office in the judicial or
executive department of the state government, or in the courts of the political
subdivisions of the state, or in the government of any county. No member of
congress, no person holding any office under the authority of the United States
and no person holding any office in the judicial or executive department of the
state government or in the government of any county shall be a member of the
general assembly during his continuance in such office.

SEcC. 12. The house of representatives, when assembled, shall choose a speaker,
clerk and other officers. The senate shall choose a president pro tempore, clerk
and other officers, except the president. A majority of each house shall constitute
a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day,
and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such
penalties as each house may prescribe.

SEc. 13. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings, and
punish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two-thirds,
expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause; and shall have all
other powers necessary for a branch of the legislature of a free and independent
state.

SEC. 14. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the
same when required by one-fifth of its members, except such parts as in the
judgment of a majority require secrecy. The yeas and nays of the members of
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either house shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the
journals.

SEC. 15. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases of civil process,
be privileged from arrest, during any session of the general assembly, and for
four days before the commencement and after the termination of any session
thereof. And for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be ques-
tioned in any other place.

SEC. 16. The debates of each house shall be public, except on such occasions
as in the opinion of the house may require secrecy.

SEC. 17. The salary of the members of the general assembly and the trans-
portation expenses of its members in the performance of their legislative duties
shall be determined by law.

(Sec. 18 added in 1992. See Art. XXVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE FOURTH.
OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. A general election for governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the
state, treasurer and comptroller shall be held on the Tuesday after the first
Monday of November, 1966, and quadrennially thereafter.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1970. See Art. I of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 2. Such officers shall hold their respective offices from the Wednesday
following the first Monday of the January next succeeding their election until
the Wednesday following the first Monday of the fifth January succeeding their
election and until their successors are duly qualified.

SEcC. 3. In the election of governor and lieutenant-governor, voting for such
offices shall be as a unit. The name of no candidate for either office, nominated
by a political party or by petition, shall appear on the voting machine ballot
labels except in conjunction with the name of the candidate for the other office.

SEC. 4. At the meetings of the electors in the respective towns held quadren-
nially as herein provided for the election of state officers, the presiding officers
shall receive the votes and shall count and declare the same in the presence of
the electors. The presiding officers shall make and certify duplicate lists of the
persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each. One list shall be delivered
within three days to the town clerk, and within ten days after such meeting, the
other shall be delivered under seal to the secretary of the state. The votes so
delivered shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer, secretary,
and comptroller, within the month of November. The vote for treasurer shall be
counted, canvassed and declared by the secretary and comptroller only; the vote
for secretary shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer and
comptroller only; and the vote for comptroller shall be counted, canvassed and
declared by the treasurer and secretary only. A fair list of the persons and number
of votes given for each, together with the returns of the presiding officers, shall
be, by the treasurer, secretary and comptroller, made and laid before the general
assembly, then next to be held, on the first day of the session thereof. In the
election of governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary, treasurer, comptroller and
attorney general, the person found upon the count by the treasurer, secretary
and comptroller in the manner herein provided, to be made and announced before
December fifteenth of the year of the election, to have received the greatest
number of votes for each of such offices, respectively, shall be elected thereto;
provided, if the election of any of them shall be contested as provided by statute,
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and if such a contest shall proceed to final judgment, the person found by the
court to have received the greatest number of votes shall be elected. If two or
more persons shall be found upon the count of the treasurer, secretary and
comptroller to have received an equal and the greatest number of votes for any
of said offices, and the election is not contested, the general assembly on the
second day of its session shall hold a joint convention of both houses, at which,
without debate, a ballot shall be taken to choose such officer from those persons
who received such a vote; and the balloting shall continue on that or subsequent
days until one of such persons is chosen by a majority vote of those present
and voting. The general assembly shall have power to enact laws regulating and
prescribing the order and manner of voting for such officers. The general as-
sembly shall by law prescribe the manner in which all questions concerning the
election of a governor or lieutenant-governor shall be determined.

SEC. 5. The supreme executive power of the state shall be vested in the
governor. No person who is not an elector of the state, and who has not arrived
at the age of thirty years, shall be eligible.

SEC. 6. The lieutenant-governor shall possess the same qualifications as are
herein prescribed for the governor.

SEC. 7. The compensations of the governor and lieutenant-governor shall be
established by law, and shall not be varied so as to take effect until after an
election, which shall next succeed the passage of the law establishing such
compensations.

SEc. 8. The governor shall be captain general of the militia of the state, except
when called into the service of the United States.

SEC. 9. He may require information in writing from the officers in the executive
department, on any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices.

SEc. 10. The governor, in case of a disagreement between the two houses of
the general assembly, respecting the time of adjournment, may adjourn them to
such time as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the next stated session.

SEcC. 11. He shall, from time to time, give to the general assembly, information
of the state of the government, and recommend to their consideration such
measures as he shall deem expedient.

SEC. 12. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

SEc. 13. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves after conviction,
in all cases except those of impeachment, until the end of the next session of
the general assembly, and no longer.

SEC. 14. All commissions shall be in the name and by authority of the state
of Connecticut; shall be sealed with the state seal, signed by the governor, and
attested by the secretary of the state.

SEc. 15. Each bill which shall have passed both houses of the general assembly
shall be presented to the governor. Bills may be presented to the governor after
the adjournment of the general assembly, and the general assembly may prescribe
the time and method of performing all ministerial acts necessary or incidental
to the administration of this section. If the governor shall approve a bill, he
shall sign and transmit it to the secretary of the state, but if he shall disapprove,
he shall transmit it to the secretary with his objections, and the secretary shall
thereupon return the bill with the governor’s objections to the house in which
it originated. After the objections shall have been entered on its journal, such
house shall proceed to reconsider the bill. If, after such reconsideration, that
house shall again pass it, but by the approval of at least two-thirds of its mem-
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bers, it shall be sent with the objections to the other house, which shall also
reconsider it. If approved by at least two-thirds of the members of the second
house, it shall be a law and be transmitted to the secretary; but in such case
the votes of each house shall be determined by yeas and nays and the names
of the members voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal
of each house respectively. In case the governor shall not transmit the bill to
the secretary, either with his approval or with his objections, within five calendar
days, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, after the same shall have been pre-
sented to him, it shall be a law at the expiration of that period; except that, if
the general assembly shall then have adjourned any regular or special session,
the bill shall be a law unless the governor shall, within fifteen calendar days
after the same has been presented to him, transmit it to the secretary with his
objections, in which case it shall not be a law unless such bill is reconsidered
and repassed by the general assembly by at least a two-thirds vote of the members
of each house of the general assembly at the time of its reconvening.

(See Art. III of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 16. The governor shall have power to disapprove of any item or items
of any bill making appropriations of money embracing distinct items while at
the same time approving the remainder of the bill, and the part or parts of the
bill so approved shall become effective and the item or items of appropriations
so disapproved shall not take effect unless the same are separately reconsidered
and repassed in accordance with the rules and limitations prescribed for the
passage of bills over the executive veto. In all cases in which the governor shall
exercise the right of disapproval hereby conferred he shall append to the bill at
the time of signing it a statement of the item or items disapproved, together
with his reasons for such disapproval, and transmit the bill and such appended
statement to the secretary of the state. If the general assembly be then in session
he shall forthwith cause a copy of such statement to be delivered to the house
in which the bill originated for reconsideration of the disapproved items in
conformity with the rules prescribed for legislative action in respect to bills
which have received executive disapproval.

SEc. 17. The lieutenant-governor shall by virtue of his office, be president of
the senate, and have, when in committee of the whole, a right to debate, and
when the senate is equally divided, to give the casting vote.

SEc. 18. In case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from
office of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall, upon taking the oath of
office of governor, be governor of the state until another is chosen at the next
regular election for governor and is duly qualified. In case of the inability of
the governor to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office, or in
case of his impeachment or of his absence from the state, the lieutenant-governor
shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to
the office of governor until the disability is removed or, if the governor has
been impeached, he is acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

(Sec. 18 amended in 1984. See Art. XXII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 19. If the lieutenant-governor succeeds to the office of governor, or if
the lieutenant-governor dies, resigns, refuses to serve or is removed from office,
the president pro tempore of the senate shall, upon taking the oath of office of
lieutenant-governor, be lieutenant-governor of the state until another is chosen
at the next regular election for lieutenant-governor and is duly qualified. Within
fifteen days of the administration of such oath the senate, if the general assembly
is in session, shall elect one of its members president pro tempore. In case of
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the inability of the lieutenant-governor to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of his office or in case of his impeachment or absence from the state,
the president pro tempore of the senate shall exercise the powers and authority
and perform the duties appertaining to the office of lieutenant-governor until the
disability is removed or, if the lieutenant-governor has been impeached, he is
acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

SEc. 20. If, while the general assembly is not in session, there is a vacancy
in the office of president pro tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state
shall within fifteen days convene the senate for the purpose of electing one of
its members president pro tempore.

SEc. 21. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the governor,
the governor-elect shall have died or shall have failed to qualify, the lieutenant-
governor-elect, after taking the oath of office of lieutenant-governor, may qualify
as governor, and, upon so qualifying, shall become governor. The general as-
sembly may by law provide for the case in which neither the governor-elect nor
the lieutenant-governor-elect shall have qualified, by declaring who shall, in
such event, act as governor or the manner in which the person who is so to act
shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a governor or a
lieutenant-governor shall have qualified.

SEC. 22. The treasurer shall receive all monies belonging to the state, and
disburse the same only as he may be directed by law. He shall pay no warrant,
or order for the disbursement of public money, until the same has been registered
in the office of the comptroller.

SEC. 23. The secretary of the state shall have the safe keeping and custody
of the public records and documents, and particularly of the acts, resolutions
and orders of the general assembly, and record the same; and perform all such
duties as shall be prescribed by law. He shall be the keeper of the seal of the
state, which shall not be altered.

SEC. 24. The comptroller shall adjust and settle all public accounts and de-
mands, except grants and orders of the general assembly. He shall prescribe the
mode of keeping and rendering all public accounts. He shall, ex officio, be one
of the auditors of the accounts of the treasurer. The general assembly may assign
to him other duties in relation to his office, and to that of the treasurer, and
shall prescribe the manner in which his duties shall be performed.

SEcC. 25. Sheriffs shall be elected in the several counties, on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November, 1966, and quadrennially thereafter, for the term
of four years, commencing on the first day of June following their election.
They shall become bound with sufficient sureties to the treasurer of the state,
for the faithful discharge of the duties of their office. They shall be removable
by the general assembly. In case the sheriff of any county shall die or resign,
or shall be removed from office by the general assembly, the governor may fill
the vacancy occasioned thereby, until the same shall be filled by the general
assembly.

(Sec. 25 amended in 2000. See Art. XXX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 26. A statement of all receipts, payments, funds, and debts of the state,
shall be published from time to time, in such manner and at such periods, as
shall be prescribed by law.

(New Section added in 1984. See Art. XXIII of Amendments to the Constitution of Connecticut.)
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ARTICLE FIFTH.*
OF THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, a
superior court, and such lower courts as the general assembly shall, from time
to time, ordain and establish. The powers and jurisdiction of these courts shall
be defined by law.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1982. See Art. XX. Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 2. The judges of the supreme court and of the superior court shall, upon
nomination by the governor, be appointed by the general assembly in such
manner as shall by law be prescribed. They shall hold their offices for the term
of eight years, but may be removed by impeachment. The governor shall also
remove them on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly.
(See Art. XI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

(Sec. 2 amended in 1982. See Art. XX, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 3. Judges of the lower courts shall, upon nomination by the governor,
be appointed by the general assembly in such manner as shall by law be pre-
scribed, for terms of four years.

SEC. 4. Judges of probate shall be elected by the electors residing in their
respective districts on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 1966,
and quadrennially thereafter, and shall hold office for four years from and after
the Wednesday after the first Monday of the next succeeding January.

SEC. 5. Justices of the peace for the several towns in the state shall be elected
by the electors in such towns; and the time and manner of their election, the
number for each town, the period for which they shall hold their offices and
their jurisdiction shall be prescribed by law.

(Sec. 5 repealed in 1974. See Art. VIII, Sec. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)

SEC. 6. No judge or justice of the peace shall be eligible to hold his office
after he shall arrive at the age of seventy years, except that a chief justice or
judge of the supreme court, a judge of the superior court, or a judge of the
court of common pleas, who has attained the age of seventy years and has become
a state referee may exercise, as shall be prescribed by law, the powers of the
superior court or court of common pleas on matters referred to him as a state
referee.

(Sec. 6 amended in 1974. See Art. VIII, Sec. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)
*(Art. Fifth amended in 1976. See Art. XI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE SIXTH.¥
OF THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS.

SEc. 1. Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of twenty-
one years, who has resided in the town in which he offers himself to be admitted
to the privileges of an elector at least six months next preceding the time he so
offers himself, who is able to read in the English language any article of the
constitution or any section of the statutes of the state, and who sustains a good
moral character, shall, on his taking such oath as may be prescribed by law, be
an elector.

(Sec. 1. amended in 1976. See Art. IX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.
See Art. XXVI of Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America.)
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SEC. 2. The qualifications of electors as set forth in Section 1 of this article
shall be decided at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law.
SEC. 3. The general assembly shall by law prescribe the offenses on conviction
of which the privileges of an elector shall be forfeited and the conditions on
which and methods by which such rights may be restored.
(Sec. 3 amended in 1974. See Art. VII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 4. Laws shall be made to support the privilege of free suffrage, pre-
scribing the manner of regulating and conducting meetings of the electors, and
prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue influence therein, from power,
bribery, tumult and other improper conduct.

SEC. 5. In all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general
assembly, the votes of the electors shall be by ballot, either written or printed,
except that voting machines or other mechanical devices for voting may be used
in all elections in the state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law.
The right of secret voting shall be preserved. At every election where candidates
are listed by party designation and where voting machines or other mechanical
devices are used, each elector shall be able at his option to vote for candidates
for office under a single party designation by operating a straight ticket device,
or to vote for candidates individually after first operating a straight ticket device,
or to vote for candidates individually without first operating a straight ticket
device.

(Sec. 5 amended in 1986. See Art. XXIV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 6. At all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general
assembly, the electors shall be privileged from arrest, during their attendance
upon, and going to, and returning from the same, on any civil process.

SEC. 7. The general assembly may provide by law for voting in the choice
of any officer to be elected or upon any question to be voted on at an election
by qualified voters of the state who are unable to appear at the polling place
on the day of election because of absence from the city or town of which they
are inhabitants or because of sickness, or physical disability or because the tenets
of their religion forbid secular activity.

SEC. 8. The general assembly may provide by law for the admission as electors
in absentia of members of the armed forces, the United States merchant marine,
members of religious or welfare groups or agencies attached to and serving with
the armed forces and civilian employees of the United States, and the spouses
and dependents of such persons.

(Sec. 8 amended in 1992. See Art. XXVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 9. Any person admitted as an elector in any town shall, if he removes
to another town, have the privileges of an elector in such other town after residing
therein for six months. The general assembly shall prescribe by law the manner
in which evidence of the admission of an elector and of the duration of his
current residence shall be furnished to the town to which he removes.

(Sec. 9 repealed in 1980. See Art. XIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEc. 10. Every elector shall be eligible to any office in the state, except in
cases provided for in this constitution.

(Sec. 10 amended in 1970. See Art. II, Sec. 3 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of
Connecticut.)
F(Art. Sixth amended in 1976. See Art. X of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)
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ARTICLE SEVENTH.
OF RELIGION.

It being the right of all men to worship the Supreme Being, the Great Creator
and Preserver of the Universe, and to render that worship in a mode consistent
with the dictates of their consciences, no person shall by law be compelled to
join or support, nor be classed or associated with, any congregation, church or
religious association. No preference shall be given by law to any religious society
or denomination in the state. Each shall have and enjoy the same and equal
powers, rights and privileges, and may support and maintain the ministers or
teachers of its society or denomination, and may build and repair houses for
public worship.

ARTICLE EIGHTH.
OF EDUCATION.

SEcC. 1. There shall always be free public elementary and secondary schools
in the state. The general assembly shall implement this principle by appropriate
legislation.

SEC. 2. The state shall maintain a system of higher education, including The
University of Connecticut, which shall be dedicated to excellence in higher
education. The general assembly shall determine the size, number, terms and
method of appointment of the governing boards of The University of Connecticut
and of such constituent units or coordinating bodies in the system as from time
to time may be established.

SEC. 3. The charter of Yale College, as modified by agreement with the cor-
poration thereof, in pursuance of an act of the general assembly, passed in May,
1792, is hereby confirmed.

SEC. 4. The fund, called the SCHOOL FUND, shall remain a perpetual fund,
the interest of which shall be inviolably appropriated to the support and en-
couragement of the public schools throughout the state, and for the equal benefit
of all the people thereof. The value and amount of said fund shall be ascertained
in such manner as the general assembly may prescribe, published, and recorded
in the comptroller’s office; and no law shall ever be made, authorizing such
fund to be diverted to any other use than the encouragement and support of
public schools, among the several school societies, as justice and equity shall
require.

ARTICLE NINTH.
OF IMPEACHMENTS.

SEC. 1. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of impeaching.

SEC. 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting for that
purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. No person shall be convicted
without the concurrence of at least two-thirds of the members present. When
the governor is impeached, the chief justice shall preside.

SEc. 3. The governor, and all other executive and judicial officers, shall be
liable to impeachment; but judgments in such cases shall not extend further than
to removal from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust
or profit under the state. The party convicted, shall, nevertheless, be liable and
subject to indictment, trial and punishment according to law.

SEC. 4. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it,
or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be
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convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of at least two witnesses to the
same overt act, or on confession in open court. No conviction of treason, or
attainder, shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture.

ARTICLE TENTH.
OF HOME RULE.

SEC. 1. The general assembly shall by general law delegate such legislative
authority as from time to time it deems appropriate to towns, cities and boroughs
relative to the powers, organization, and form of government of such political
subdivisions. The general assembly shall from time to time by general law
determine the maximum terms of office of the various town, city and borough
elective offices. After July 1, 1969, the general assembly shall enact no special
legislation relative to the powers, organization, terms of elective offices or form
of government of any single town, city or borough, except as to (a) borrowing
power, (b) validating acts, and (c) formation, consolidation or dissolution of any
town, city or borough, unless in the delegation of legislative authority by general
law the general assembly shall have failed to prescribe the powers necessary to
effect the purpose of such special legislation.

SEC. 2. The general assembly may prescribe the methods by which towns,
cities and boroughs may establish regional governments and the methods by
which towns, cities, boroughs and regional governments may enter into com-
pacts. The general assembly shall prescribe the powers, organization, form, and
method of dissolution of any government so established.

ARTICLE ELEVENTH.
GENERAL PROVISIONS.

SEC. 1. Members of the general assembly, and all officers, executive and
judicial, shall, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, take
the following oath or affirmation, to wit:

You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you will support
the constitution of the United States, and the constitution of the state of Con-
necticut, so long as you continue a citizen thereof; and that you will faithfully
discharge, according to law, the duties of the office of........... to the best of your
abilities. So help you God.

SEC. 2. Neither the general assembly nor any county, city, borough, town or
school district shall have power to pay or grant any extra compensation to any
public officer, employee, agent or servant, or increase the compensation of any
public officer or employee, to take effect during the continuance in office of
any person whose salary might be increased thereby, or increase the pay or
compensation of any public contractor above the amount specified in the contract.
(Sec. 2 amended in 1982. See Art. XIX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 3. In order to insure continuity in operation of state and local governments
in a period of emergency resulting from disaster caused by enemy attack, the
general assembly shall provide by law for the prompt and temporary succession
to the powers and duties of all public offices, the incumbents of which may
become unavailable for carrying on their powers and duties.

SEC. 4. Claims against the state shall be resolved in such manner as may be
provided by law.

SEC. 5. The rights and duties of all corporations shall remain as if this con-
stitution had not been adopted; with the exception of such regulations and re-
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strictions as are contained in this constitution. All laws not contrary to, or
inconsistent with, the provisions of this constitution shall remain in force, until
they shall expire by their own limitation, or shall be altered or repealed by the
general assembly, in pursuance of this constitution. The validity of all bonds,
debts, contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, or the state, of
all suits, actions, or rights of action, both in law and equity, shall continue as
if no change had taken place. All officers filling any office by election or ap-
pointment shall continue to exercise the duties thereof, according to their re-
spective commissions or appointments, until their offices shall have been abol-
ished or their successors selected and qualified in accordance with this
constitution or the laws enacted pursuant thereto.

ARTICLE TWELFTH.*
OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the senate
or house of representatives. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll call
by a yea vote of at least a majority, but by less than three-fourths, of the total
membership of each house, shall be published with the laws which may have
been passed at the same session and be continued to the regular session of the
general assembly elected at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in the next even-numbered year. An amendment
so proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths of
the total membership of each house, or any amendment which, having been
continued from the previous general assembly, is again approved upon roll call
by a yea vote of at least a majority of the total membership of each house,
shall, by the secretary of the state, be transmitted to the town clerk in each town
in the state, whose duty it shall be to present the same to the electors thereof
for their consideration at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in the next even-numbered year. If it shall appear,
in a manner to be provided by law, that a majority of the electors present and
voting on such amendment at such election shall have approved such amendment,
the same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of this constitution.
Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions of the statutes shall be
considered to be present and voting.

*(Art. Twelfth amended in 1974. See Art. VI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE THIRTEENTH.
OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS.

SEC. 1. The general assembly may, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least
two-thirds of the total membership of each house, provide for the convening of
a constitutional convention to amend or revise the constitution of the state not
earlier than ten years from the date of convening any prior convention.

SEC. 2. The question ‘‘Shall there be a Constitutional Convention to amend
or revise the Constitution of the State?’’ shall be submitted to all the electors
of the state at the general election held on the Tuesday after the first Monday
in November in the even-numbered year next succeeding the expiration of a
period of twenty years from the date of convening of the last convention called
to revise or amend the constitution of the state, including the Constitutional
Convention of 1965, or next succeeding the expiration of a period of twenty
years from the date of submission of such a question to all electors of the state,
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whichever date shall last occur. If a majority of the electors voting on the
question shall signify ‘‘yes’’, the general assembly shall provide for such con-
vention as provided in Section 3 of this article.

SEc. 3. In providing for the convening of a constitutional convention to amend
or revise the constitution of the state the general assembly shall, upon roll call,
by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the total membership of each house,
prescribe by law the manner of selection of the membership of such convention,
the date of convening of such convention, which shall be not later than one year
from the date of the roll call vote under Section 1 of this article or one year
from the date of the election under Section 2 of this article, as the case may
be, and the date for final adjournment of such convention.

SEC. 4. Proposals of any constitutional convention to amend or revise the
constitution of the state shall be submitted to all the electors of the state not
later than two months after final adjournment of the convention, either as a
whole or in such parts and with such alternatives as the convention may deter-
mine. Any proposal of the convention to amend or revise the constitution of the
state submitted to such electors in accordance with this section and approved
by a majority of such electors voting on the question shall be valid, to all intents
and purposes, as a part of this constitution. Such proposals when so approved
shall take effect thirty days after the date of the vote thereon unless otherwise
provided in the proposal.

ARTICLE FOURTEENTH.
OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS CONSTITUTION.
This proposed constitution, submitted by the Constitutional Convention of
1965, shall become the constitution of the state of Connecticut upon approval
by the people and proclamation by the governor as provided by law.

Approved at referendum on December 14, 1965; proclaimed by the Governor as adopted on December
30, 1965.



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

ARTICLE L

Section 1 of article fourth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
A general election for governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the state, trea-
surer, comptroller and attorney general shall be held on the Tuesday after the
first Monday of November, 1974, and quadrennially thereafter.

Adopted November 25, 1970.

ARTICLE II.

SEC. 1. Section 3 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more than fifty
members, each of whom shall have attained the age of twenty-one years and be
an elector residing in the senatorial district from which he is elected. Each
senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than
one senator.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 2. Section 4 of said article third is amended to read as follows: The
house of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred twenty-five
and not more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom shall have
attained the age of twenty-one years and be an elector residing in the assembly
district from which he is elected. Each assembly district shall be contiguous as
to territory and shall elect no more than one representative. For the purpose of
forming assembly districts no town shall be divided except for the purpose of
forming assembly districts wholly within the town.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEC. 3. Section 10 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: Every elector who has attained the age of twenty-one years shall be
eligible to any office in the state, but no person who has not attained the age
of twenty-one shall be eligible therefor, except in cases provided for in this
constitution.

Adopted November 25, 1970.
(Sec. 3 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE III.

Section 2 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
There shall be a regular session of the general assembly on the Wednesday
following the first Monday of January in the odd-numbered years and on the
Wednesday following the first Monday of February in the even-numbered years,
and at such other times as the general assembly shall judge necessary; but the
person administering the office of governor may, on special emergencies, con-
vene the general assembly at any other time. All regular and special sessions
of the general assembly shall be held at Hartford, but the person administering
the office of governor may, in case of special emergency, convene the assembly
at any other place in the state. The general assembly shall adjourn each regular
session in the odd-numbered years not later than the first Wednesday after the
first Monday in June and in the even-numbered years not later than the first
Wednesday after the first Monday in May and shall adjourn each special session
upon completion of its business. If any bill passed by any regular or special
session or any appropriation item described in Section 16 of Article Fourth has
been disapproved by the governor prior to its adjournment, and has not been
reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjournment, the

(40
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secretary of the state shall reconvene the general assembly on the second Monday
after the last day on which the governor is authorized to transmit or has trans-
mitted every bill to the secretary with his objections pursuant to Section 15 of
Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first; provided if such Mon-
day falls on a legal holiday the general assembly shall be reconvened on the
next following day. The reconvened session shall be for the sole purpose of
reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires, repassing such bills. The general
assembly shall adjourn sine die not later than three days following its recon-
vening. In the even year session the general assembly shall consider no business
other than budgetary, revenue and financial matters, bills and resolutions raised
by committees of the general assembly and those matters certified in writing by
the speaker of the house of representatives and president pro tempore of the
senate to be of an emergency nature.

Adopted November 25, 1970.

ARTICLE IV.

Section 19 of article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, the number of such jurors, which
shall not be less than six, to be established by law; but no person shall, for a
capital offense, be tried by a jury of less than twelve jurors without his consent.
In all civil and criminal actions tried by a jury, the parties shall have the right
to challenge jurors peremptorily, the number of such challenges to be established
by law. The right to question each juror individually by counsel shall be inviolate.
Adopted December 22, 1972.

ARTICLE V.

Section 20 of article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be subjected to
segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his or her civil or
political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry, national origin or sex.

Adopted November 27, 1974.
(Amended in 1984. See Art. XXI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE VI

Article Twelfth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: Amendments
to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the senate or house of
representatives. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea
vote of at least a majority, but by less than three-fourths, of the total membership
of each house, shall be published with the laws which may have been passed
at the same session and be continued to the regular session of the general
assembly elected at the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after
the first Monday of November in an even-numbered year. An amendment so
proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths of the
total membership of each house, or any amendment which, having been contin-
ued from the previous general assembly, is again approved upon roll call by a
yea vote of at least a majority of the total membership of each house, shall, by
the secretary of the state, be transmitted to the town clerk in each town in the
state, whose duty it shall be to present the same to the electors thereof for their
consideration at the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after the
first Monday of November in an even-numbered year. If it shall appear, in a
manner to be provided by law, that a majority of the electors present and voting
on such amendment at such election shall have approved such amendment, the
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same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of this constitution.
Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions of the statutes shall be
considered to be present and voting.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE VII.

Section 3 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
The general assembly shall by law prescribe the offenses on conviction of which
the right to be an elector and the privileges of an elector shall be forfeited and
the conditions on which and methods by which such rights may be restored.
Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE VIII.
SEC. 1. Section 5 of article fifth of the constitution is repealed.

SEC. 2. Section 6 of said article fifth is amended to read as follows: No judge
shall be eligible to hold his office after he shall arrive at the age of seventy
years, except that a chief justice or judge of the supreme court, a judge of the
superior court, or a judge of the court of common pleas, who has attained the
age of seventy years and has become a state referee may exercise, as shall be
prescribed by law, the powers of the superior court or court of common pleas
on matters referred to him as a state referee.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE IX.

Section 1 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of eighteen years,
who is a bona fide resident of the town in which he seeks to be admitted as an
elector and who takes such oath, if any, as may be prescribed by law, shall be
qualified to be an elector.

Adopted November 24, 1976.

ARTICLE X.
Article sixth of the constitution is amended by adding the following section:

SEC. 11. Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or
before the day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector within
the period of four months prior to such election, at such times and in such
manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified, shall become an elector
on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday.

Adopted November 24, 1976; amended in 1980. (See Art. XIV of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XI.

Article fifth of the constitution is amended by adding a new section to read
as follows:

SEcC. 7. In addition to removal by impeachment and removal by the governor
on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly, judges of
all courts, except those courts to which judges are elected, may, in such manner
as shall by law be prescribed, be removed or suspended by the supreme court.
The general assembly may establish a judicial review council which may also,
in such manner as shall by law be prescribed, censure any such judge or suspend
any such judge for a definite period not longer than one year.
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Adopted November 24, 1976.

ARTICLE XII.
Section 6 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

SEC. 6. a. The assembly and senatorial districts as now established by law
shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after the
completion of the next census of the United States. On or before the fifteenth
day of February next following the completion of the decennial census of the
United States, the general assembly shall appoint a reapportionment committee
consisting of four members of the senate, two who shall be designated by the
president pro tempore of the senate and two who shall be designated by the
minority leader of the senate, and four members of the house of representatives,
two who shall be designated by the speaker of the house of representatives and
two who shall be designated by the minority leader of the house of represen-
tatives, provided there are members of no more than two political parties in
either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly,
all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the
case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members
of the commission in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house.
Such committee shall advise the general assembly on matters of apportionment.
Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds
of the membership of each house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary
to preserve a proper apportionment of representation in accordance with the
principles recited in this article. Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially
at its next regular session following the completion of the census of the United
States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of
each house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with
the provisions of this article.

b. If the general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the fifteenth
day of the May next following the completion of the decennial census of the
United States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission designated by
the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house
of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the commis-
sion, provided that there are members of no more than two political parties in
either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly,
all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the
case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members
of the commission in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house.
The eight members of the commission so designated shall within fifteen days
select an elector of the state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the September next
succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the
secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
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publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the
commission shall fail to submit such a plan by the first day of September, the
secretary of the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme
court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the first day of September as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within forty-
five days of the date specified for any duty or within forty-five days after the
filing of a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not
later than sixty days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan
with the secretary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of December next
following the completion of the decennial census of the United States. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law.

Adopted November 24, 1976; amended in 1980. (See Art. XVI of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XIII.

Section 9 of article sixth of the constitution is repealed.
Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XIV.

Article tenth of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as
follows: Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or
before the day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector at
such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified,
shall become an elector on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday.

Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XV.

SEC. 1. Section 1 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is
amended to read as follows: The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and
not more than fifty members, each of whom shall have attained the age of
eighteen years and be an elector residing in the senatorial district from which
he is elected. Each senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall
elect no more than one senator.

SEC. 2. Section 2 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is
amended to read as follows: The house of representatives shall consist of not
less than one hundred twenty-five and not more than two hundred twenty-five
members, each of whom shall have attained the age of eighteen years and be
an elector residing in the assembly district from which he is elected. Each
assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than
one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly districts no town shall
be divided except for the purpose of forming assembly districts wholly within
the town.

SEC. 3. Section 3 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is
amended to read as follows: Every elector who has attained the age of eighteen
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years shall be eligible to any office in the state, but no person who has not
attained the age of eighteen shall be eligible therefor, except in cases provided
for in this constitution.
Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XVIL.

SEC. 1. Section 5 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The establishment of congressional districts and of districts in the gen-
eral assembly shall be consistent with federal constitutional standards.

SEC. 2. Article twelve of the amendments to the constitution is amended to
read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now
established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who
shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of
the house of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the
house of representatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader
of the house of representatives, provided there are members of no more than
two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of
the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other
than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house
of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the committee in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with
the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker
of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate shall,
if the general assembly is not in regular session, convene the general assembly
in special session for the sole purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon
the request of the speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro
tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special
session by mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears upon the
records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than fifteen days prior to
the date of convening of such special session or by causing a true copy of the
call to be delivered to each member by a sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, state
policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of
convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call,
by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt
such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of
representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter
the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special
session called for the purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the
completion of the taking of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by
a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 47

plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

b. If the general assembly fails to adopt a plan of districting by the first day
of the August next following the year in which the decennial census of the
United States is taken, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission des-
ignated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of
representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the
house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the
commission, provided that there are members of no more than two political
parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that
there are members of more than two political parties in a house of the general
assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of
the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall
designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. The eight members of the commission so des-
ignated shall within thirty days select an elector of the state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the thirtieth day of the October
next succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to
the secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission.
Upon receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and,
upon publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the
commission shall fail to submit such a plan by the thirtieth day of October, the
secretary of the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme
court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the thirtieth day of October as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within thirty
days of the date specified for any duty or within thirty days after the filing of
a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than
forty-five days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with
the secretary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of January next following
the time for submission of a plan of districting by the commission. Upon re-
ceiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law.

Adopted November 26, 1980.
(Sec. 2 amended in 1990. See Art XXVI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XVII.

Section 8 of the article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by himself
and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to obtain
witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security, except
in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great; and in
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all prosecutions by information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial jury.
No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be deprived
of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall excessive bail
be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held to answer for
any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless upon probable cause
shown at a hearing in accordance with procedures prescribed by law, except in
the armed forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or
public danger.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XVIIIL.

Article second of the constitution is amended to read as follows: The powers
of government shall be divided into three distinct departments, and each of them
confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are legislative, to one;
those which are executive, to another; and those which are judicial, to another.
The legislative department may delegate regulatory authority to the executive
department; except that any administrative regulation of any agency of the ex-
ecutive department may be disapproved by the general assembly or a committee
thereof in such manner as shall by law be prescribed.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XIX.

Section 2 of the article eleventh of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any political
subdivision of the state shall pay or grant to any elected official of the state or
any political subdivision of the state, any compensation greater than the amount
of compensation set at the beginning of such official’s term of office for the
office which such official holds or increase the pay or compensation of any
public contractor above the amount specified in the contract. The provisions of
this section shall not apply to elected officials in towns in which the legislative
body is the town meeting. The compensation of an elected official of a political
subdivision of the state whose term of office is four years or more may be
increased once after such official has completed two years of his term by the
legislative body of such political subdivision. The term ‘‘compensation’’ means,
with respect to an elected official, such official’s salary, exclusive of reimburse-
ment for necessary expenses or any other benefit to which his office would
entitle him.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XX.

SEC. 1. Section 1 of article fifth of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, an
appellate court, a superior court, and such lower courts as the general assembly
shall, from time to time, ordain and establish. The powers and jurisdiction of
these courts shall be defined by law.

SEC. 2. Section 2 of article fifth of the constitution is amended to read as
follows: The judges of the supreme court, of the appellate court and of the
superior court shall, upon nomination by the governor, be appointed by the
general assembly in such manner as shall by law be prescribed. They shall hold
their offices for the term of eight years, but may be removed by impeachment.
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The governor shall also remove them on the address of two-thirds of each house
of the general assembly.

Adopted November 24, 1982.
(Sec. 2 amended in 1986. See Art. XXV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XXI.

Article fifth of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as
follows: No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be sub-
jected to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his or
her civil or political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry, national
origin, sex or physical or mental disability.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXII.
Section 18 of article fourth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

a. In case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from office
of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall, upon taking the oath of office of
governor, be governor of the State until another is chosen at the next regular
election for governor and is duly qualified.

b. In case of the impeachment of the governor or of his absence from the
State, the lieutenant-governor shall exercise the powers and authority and per-
form the duties appertaining to the office of governor until, if the governor has
been impeached, he is acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

c. Whenever the governor transmits to the lieutenant-governor his written
declaration that he is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of
his office, and until the governor transmits to the lieutenant-governor a written
declaration to the contrary, the lieutenant-governor shall exercise the powers
and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor as
acting governor.

d. In the absence of a written declaration of incapacity by the governor,
whenever the lieutenant-governor or a majority of the members of the Council
on Gubernatorial Incapacity transmits to the Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity
a written declaration that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and
perform the duties of his office, the Council shall convene within forty-eight
hours after the receipt of such written declaration to determine if the governor
is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office. If the
Council, within fourteen days after it is required to convene, determines by two-
thirds vote that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of his office, it shall transmit a written declaration to that effect to the
president pro tempore of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives and to the lieutenant-governor and the lieutenant-governor, upon receipt
of such declaration, shall exercise the powers and authority and discharge the
duties appertaining to the office of the governor as acting governor; otherwise,
the governor shall continue to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of
his office. Upon receipt by the president pro tempore of the Senate and the
speaker of the House of Representatives of such a written declaration from the
Council, the General Assembly shall, in accordance with its rules, decide the
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If
the General Assembly, within twenty-one days after receipt of the written dec-
laration or, if the General Assembly is not in session, within twenty-one days
after the General Assembly is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
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vote of each house that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and
discharge the duties of his office, the lieutenant-governor shall continue to ex-
ercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office
of governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of his
office.

e. In the absence of a written declaration of incapacity by the governor and
in an emergency, when the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform
the duties of his office and the business of the State requires the immediate
exercise of those powers and performance of those duties, the lieutenant-gov-
ernor shall transmit to the Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity a written dec-
laration to that effect and thereupon shall exercise the powers and authority and
discharge the duties appertaining to the office of governor as acting governor.
The Council shall convene or the members of the Council shall otherwise com-
municate with each other collectively within twenty-four hours after the receipt
of such written declaration to determine if the governor is unable to exercise
the powers and perform the duties of his office. If the Council, within fourteen
days after it is required to convene, determines by two-thirds vote that the
governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office,
it shall transmit a written declaration to that effect to the president pro tempore
of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives and to the lieu-
tenant-governor and the lieutenant-governor shall continue to exercise the powers
and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor as
acting governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of
his office. Upon receipt by the president pro tempore of the Senate and the
speaker of the House of Representatives of such a written declaration from the
Council, the General Assembly shall, in accordance with its rules, decide the
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If
the General Assembly, within twenty-one days after receipt of the written dec-
laration or, if the General Assembly is not in session, within twenty-one days
after the General Assembly is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of each house that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and
discharge the duties of his office, the lieutenant-governor shall continue to ex-
ercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office
of governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of his
office.

f. Whenever the governor transmits to the president pro tempore of the Senate
and the speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no
inability exists he shall resume the powers and duties of his office upon the
determination by a majority vote of each house of the General Assembly, in
accordance with its rules, that he is able to exercise the powers and perform
the duties of his office.

g. There shall be a Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity, the membership,
procedures and terms of office of the members of which the General Assembly
shall establish by law.

h. The Supreme Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction to ad-
judicate disputes or questions arising under this section.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXIII.

Article fourth of the constitution is amended by adding a new section to read
as follows: There shall be established within the executive department a division
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of criminal justice which shall be in charge of the investigation and prosecution
of all criminal matters. Said division shall include the chief state’s attorney,
who shall be its administrative head, and the state’s attorneys for each judicial
district, which districts shall be established by law. The prosecutorial power of
the state shall be vested in a chief state’s attorney and the state’s attorney for
each judicial district. The chief state’s attorney shall be appointed as prescribed
by law. There shall be a commission composed of the chief state’s attorney and
six members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the General Assembly,
two of whom shall be judges of the Superior Court. Said commission shall
appoint a state’s attorney for each judicial district and such other attorneys as
prescribed by law.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXIV.
Section 5 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

In all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general assembly,
the votes of the electors shall be by ballot, either written or printed, except that
voting machines or other mechanical devices for voting may be used in all
elections in the state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. No
voting machine or device used at any state or local election shall be equipped
with a straight ticket device. The right of secret voting shall be preserved.
Adopted November 19, 1986.

ARTICLE XXV.

Section 2 of article twenty of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows:

Judges of all courts, except those courts to which judges are elected, shall be
nominated by the governor exclusively from candidates submitted by the judicial
selection commission. The commission shall seek and recommend qualified can-
didates in such numbers as shall by law be prescribed. Judges so nominated
shall be appointed by the general assembly in such manner as shall by law be
prescribed. They shall hold their offices for the term of eight years, but may be
removed by impeachment. The governor shall also remove them on the address
of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly and the supreme court may
also remove them as is provided by law.

Adopted November 19, 1986.

ARTICLE XXVI.

Section 2 of article sixteen of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now
established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who
shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of
the house of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the
house of representatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader
of the house of representatives, provided there are members of no more than
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two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of
the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other
than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house
of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the committee in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with
the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker
of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate shall,
if the general assembly is not in regular session, convene the general assembly
in special session for the sole purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon
the request of the speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro
tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special
session by mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears upon the
records of said scretary not less than ten nor more than fifteen days prior to the
date of convening of such special session or by causing a true copy of the call
to be delivered to each member by a sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, state
policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of
convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call,
by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt
such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of
representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter
the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special
session called for the purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the
completion of the taking of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by
a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such
plan of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

b. If the general assembly fails to adopt a plan of districting by the fifteenth
day of the September next following the year in which the decennial census of
the United States is taken, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission
designated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house
of representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of
the house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the
commission, provided that there are members of no more than two political
parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that
there are members of more than two political parties in a house of the general
assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of
the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall
designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. The eight members of the commission so des-
ignated shall within thirty days select an elector of the state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in
accordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan
of districting to the secretary of the state by the thirtieth day of the November
next succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to
the secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission.



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 53

Upon receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and,
upon publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the
commission shall fail to submit such a plan by the thirtieth day of November,
the secretary of the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme
court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the thirtieth day of November
as said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within thirty
days of the date specified for any duty or within thirty days after the filing of
a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than
forty-five days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with
the secretary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of February next fol-
lowing the time for submission of a plan of districting by the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon
publication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of the law.

Adopted November 28, 1990; Amended in 2000. (See Article XXX of the Amendments to the Constitution
of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XXVII.
Section 8 or article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

The general assembly may provide by law for the absentee admission of
electors.
Adopted November 25, 1992.

ARTICLE XXVIIIL.
Article third of the constitution is amended by adding section 18 as follows:

Sec. 18 a. The amount of general budget expenditures authorized for any fiscal
year shall not exceed the estimated amount of revenue for such fiscal year.

b. The general assembly shall not authorize an increase in general budget
expenditures for any fiscal year above the amount of general budget expenditures
authorized for the previous fiscal year by a percentage which exceeds the greater
of the percentage increase in personal income or the percentage increase in
inflation, unless the governor declares an emergency or the existence of extraor-
dinary circumstances and at least three-fifths of the members of each house of
the general assembly vote to exceed such limit for the purposes of such emer-
gency or extraordinary circumstances. The general assembly shall by law define
“‘increase in personal income’’, ‘‘increase in inflation’” and ‘‘general budget
expenditures’” for the purposes of this section and may amend such definitions,
from time to time, provided general budget expenditures shall not include ex-
penditures for the payment of bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness.
The enactment or amendment of such definitions shall require the vote of three-
fifths of the members of each house of the general assembly.

c. Any unappropriated surplus shall be used to fund a budget reserve fund or
for the reduction of bonded indebtedness; or for any other purpose authorized
by at least three-fifths of the members of each house of the general assembly.
Adopted November 25, 1992.
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ARTICLE XXIX.

Article seventeen of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read
as follows:

a. In all Criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by
himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation;
to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to
obtain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security,
except in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great;
and in all prosecutions by information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial
jury. No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall ex-
cessive bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held
to answer for any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless upon
probable cause shown at a hearing in accordance with procedures prescribed by
law, except in the armed forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time
of war or public danger.

b. In all criminal prosecutions, a victim, as the general assembly may define
by law, shall have the following rights: (1) the right to be treated with fairness
and respect throughout the criminal justice process; (2) the right to timely dis-
position of the case following arrest of the accused, provided no right of the
accused is abridged; (3) the right to be reasonably protected from the accused
throughout the criminal justice process; (4) the right to notification of court
proceedings; (5) the right to attend the trial and all other court proceedings the
accused has the right to attend, unless such person is to testify and the court
determines that such person’s testimony would be materially affected if such
person hears other testimony; (6) the right to communicate with the prosecution;
(7) the right to object to or support any plea agreement entered into by the
accused and the prosecution and to make a statement to the court prior to the
acceptance by the court of the plea of guilty or nolo contendere by the accused;
(8) the right to make a statement to the court at sentencing; (9) the right to
restitution which shall be enforceable in the same manner as any other cause
of action or as otherwise provided by law; and (10) the right to information
about the arrest, conviction, sentence, imprisonment and release of the accused.
The general assembly shall provide by law for the enforcement of this subsection.
Nothing in this subsection or in any law enacted pursuant to this subsection
shall be construed as creating a basis for vacating a conviction or ground for
appellate relief in any criminal case.

Adopted November 27, 1996.

ARTICLE XXX.
Sec. 1. Section 25 of article fourth of the constitution is repealed.

Sec. 2. Subsection a. of article twenty-sixth of the amendments to the con-
stitution is amended to read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now
established by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 55

shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of
the house of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the
house of representatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader
of the house of representatives, provided there are members of no more than
two political parties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the
event that there are members of more than two political parties in a house of
the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties other
than that of the president pro tempore of the senate of the speaker of the house
of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the committee in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with
the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker
of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate shall,
if the general assembly is not in regular session, convene the general assembly
in special session for the sole purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon
the request of the speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro
tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special
session by mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears upon the
records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than fifteen days prior to
the date of convening of such special session or by causing a true copy of the
call to be delivered to each member by a constable, state policeman or indifferent
person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of convening of such special
session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least
two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting as
is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of representation in accordance
with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter the general assembly shall
decennially at its next regular session of special session called for the purpose
of adopting a plan of districting following the completion of the taking of the
census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds
of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting as is neces