STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

Notice of Decision to Take Action
on Proposed Regulation

Re: Regulations concerning Electronic Seals in the Practice of Architecture

The Department of Consumer Protection held a public hearing on Friday, August 29, 2014 to solicit
public input regarding proposed new administrative regulations concerning Electronic Seals in the
Practice of Architecture. Said public hearing had been properly noticed through the Secretary of State
on July 30, 2014. At the hearing, an additional week of time was provided for interested parties to
provide written comments for consideration, through Friday, September 5, 2014.

The purpose of these regulations is to permit the use of an electronic seal by architects. Existing
regulations were adopted at a time when seals were placed only on hardcopy documents by stamping
or embossing. With the development of electronic documents, there is now a need for regulations
permitting an electronic seal. Standards for the security and integrity of electronically sealed
documents are set forth in these regulations.

At the public hearing, Richard Hurlburt, the Director of the Department of Consumer Protection’s
Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing, provided oral and written comments (entered
into the record as Exhibit “E”) supporting the adoption of the proposed regulations.

Additional oral comments in support of the proposed regulations were provided by S. Edward Jeter,
the Chairman of the Architecture Licensing Board, David Barkin and Pauline Salmon Morales,
members of the Architecture Licensing Board, and Bruce Spiewak, representing the Connecticut
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (“AIA”). No person present spoke in opposition.

No changes were suggested as a result of the public hearing and comment period. After a thorough
review of the text, no changes or edits will be made as follows: the final copy of the regulation will
remain the same as the original version noticed by the Secretary of State.

A copy of the final version of these regulations is attached hereto. The process leading to approval of
this proposed regulation by the Regulation Review Committee of the General Assembly will continue.
Thank you for your interest in this proposed regulation and the work of the Department of Consumer

Protection.
Very truly yours,

William M. Rubenstein
Commissioner

Dated: %/@//‘/‘// K
Attachment: Regulations (final copy).

165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1630
TDD (Telecommunications Device for the Deaf): (860) 713-7240
Internet Web Site: http://www.ct.gov/dep
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer
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IMPORTANT: Read instructions on
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to comply with instructions may cause REGULAT'ON

disapproval of proposed Regulations

of

NAME OF AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

Concerning

SUBJECT MATTER OF REGULATION
Electronic Seals in the Practice of Architecture

Section 1. Section 20-289-7 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is amended as follows:

(a) Each person granted a license shall [purchase and] use a seal, the design, arrangement, size
and wording of which shall conform to that indicated in the figure below. Each licensee shall file
with the board [an imprint of all seal types used by the licensee] an image of the seal used by the
licensee.
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(b) Each corporation or limited liability company granted a certificate of authorization for the
practice of architecture, or joint practice, shall [purchase and] use [an embossing] a seal, the design,
arrangement, size and wording of which shall conform to that indicated in the figure below. [The use
of a rubber stamp of the same size, design and content as that of the embossing seal is permissible.
An imprint of the embossing seal and rubber stamp shall be filed with the board.] Each corporation
or limited liability company shall file with the board an image of the seal used by the registrant.

EXHIBIT

A
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(c) [A] An embossing seal, [and] rubber stamp [facsimile] or electronic seal conforming to the
above figures as applicable [is approved| may be used by the licensee or registrant. Any other seal or
rubber stamp, or any variation of the above, is disapproved and shall not be used. [Seals may be
purchased by the licensee as directed upon receipt of a letter of authorization therefor from the

.board.]

(d) An electronic seal shall be permitted on electronic documents if all the following criteria
are met:

(1) It is unique to the architect;

(2) It is verifiable: _

(3) It is under the architect's direct and exclusive control; _

(4) It is linked to the electronic document in such a manner that causes changes to be easily
determined and visually displayed if any data in the electronic document file is changed subsequent
to the electronic seal having been affixed to the electronic document;

(5) Any attempt to change the electronic document after the electronic seal is affixed shall
cause the electronic seal to be removed or altered significantly enough to invalidate the electronic
seal; and

(6) Any time the electronic document is to be electronically transmitted, the electronic

document is converted to a read-only format.
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Statement of Purpose

Pursuant to CGS Section 4-170(b)(3), "“Each proposed regulation shall have a statement of its purpose
following the final section of the regulation.”

(A) Purpose: This regulation permits the use of an electronic seal by architects. Existing regulations
were adopted at a time when seals were placed only on hardcopy documents by stamping or
embossing. With the development of electronic documents, there is now a need for regulations

permitting an electronic seal.

(B) Summary: This regulation permits and regulates the use of electronic seals. The regulation
requires that electronic seals have certain protections to prevent the alteration of the document after it

has been sealed.

(C) Legal Effects: Connecticut General Statutes, Section 20-293 requires an architect to place his or
her seal on working drawings that are required to be completed by a licensed architect. These
amendments permit architects to apply electronic seals to drawings that are prepared in electronic

form.
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CERTIFICATION

This certification statement must be completed in full_including items 3 and 4, if they are applicable.

1) I hereby certify that the above (check one) Regulations D Emergency Regulations

2) are (check all that apply) [X] adopted amended [ |repealed by this agency pursuant to the
following authority(ies): (complete all that apply)

a. Connecticut General Statutes section(s) 4-168, 20-289. and 20-293.

b. Public Act Number(s) .
(Provide public act number(s) if the act has not yet been codified in the Connecticut General Statutes.)

3) And I further certify that notice of intent to adopt, amend or repeal said regulations was published

through the Secretary of State (or, in the Connecticut Law Journal) on July 30, 2014;
(Insert date of notice publication if publication was required by CGS Section 4-168.)

4) And that a public hearing regarding the proposed regulations was held on August 29, 2014;
(Insert date(s) of public hearing(s) held pursuant to CGS Section 4-168(a)(7), if any, or pursuant to other applicable statute.)

5) And that said regulations are EFFECTIVE (check one, and complete as applicable)
X] When filed with the Secretary of the State

OR [ ] on (insert date)

DATE SIGNED (Head of Board, Agency or Commission) OFFICIAL TITLE, DULY AUTHORIZED
P P Commissioner
/9 ) ] }} I>a pZ /////;//{/%//% .l > | Department of Consumer Protection

APPROVED by the Attorney General as to legal sufficiency in accordance with CGS Section 4-169, as amended

DATE SIGNED (Attorney General or AG's designated representative) OFFICIAL TITLE, DULY AUTHORIZED

Proposed regulations are DEEMED APPROVED by the Attorney General in accordance with CGS Section 4-169, as amended, if the
attorney General fails to give notice to the agency of any legal insufficiency within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the proposed regulation.

(For Regulation Review Committee Use ONLY)
D Approved D Rejected without prejudice
|:| Approved with technical corrections D Disapproved in part, (Indicate Section Numbers disapproved only)

D Deemed approved pursuant to CGS Section 4-170(c)

By the Legislative Regulation Review | DATE SIGNED (administrator, Legislative Regulation Review Committee)

Committee in accordance with CGS
Section 4-170, as amended

Two certified copies received and filed and one such copy forwarded to the Commission on Official Legal Publications in
accordance with CGS Section 4-172, as amended.

DATE SIGNED (Secretary of the State) BY

(For Secretary of the State Use ONLY)
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

10.

All regulations proposed for adoption, amendment or repeal, except emergency regulations, must be presented to the
Attorney General for his/her determination of legal sufficiency. (See CGS Section 4-169.)

After approval by the Attorney General, the original and one electronic copy (in Word format) of all regulations
proposed for adoption, amendment or repeal must be presented to the Legislative Regulation Review Committee for
its action. (See CGS Sections 4-168 and 4-170 as amended by Public Act 11-150, Sections 18 and 19.)

Each proposed regulation section must include the appropriate regulation section number and a section heading. (See
CGS Section 4-172.)

New language added to an existing regulation must be in underlining or CAPITAL LETTERS, as determined by the
Regulation Review Committee. (See CGS 4-170(b).)

Existing language to be deleted must be enclosed in brackets []. (See CGS 4-170(b).)

A completely new regulation or a new section of an existing regulation must be preceded by the word "(NEW)" in
capital letters. (See CGS Section 4-170(b).)

The proposed regulation must have a statement of its purpose following the final section of the regulation. (See CGS
Section 4-170(b).)

The Certification Statement portion of the form must be completed, including all applicable information regarding
Connecticut Law Joumnal notice publication date(s) and public hearing(s). (See more specific instructions below.)

Additional information regarding rules and procedures of the Legislative Regulation Review Committee can be found
on the Committee’s web site: hitp://www.cga.ct.gov/rr/ .

A copy of the Legislative Commissioners’ Regulations Drafting Manual is located on the LCO website at
http://iwww.cga.ct.gov/lco/pdfs/Regulations_Drafting Manual.pdf. '

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT INSTRUCTIONS
(Numbers below correspond to the numbered sections of the statement)

1. Indicate whether the regulation is a regular or an emergency regulation adopted under the provisions of CGS
Section 4-168(f).

2. a) Indicate whether the regulations contains newly adopted sections, amendments to existing sections,
and/or repeals existing sections. Check all cases that apply.

b) indicate the specific legal authority that authorizes or requires adoption, amendment or repeal of the
regulation. If the relevant public act has been codified in the most current biennial edition of the Connecticut
General Statutes, indicate the relevant statute number(s) instead of the public act number. If the public act
has not yet been codified, indicate the relevant public act number.

3. Except for emergency regulations adopted under CGS 4-168(f), and technical amendments to an existing
regulation adopted under CGS 4-168(g), an agency must publish notice of its intent to adopt a regulation in the
Connecticut Law Journal. Enter the date of notice publication.

4. CGS Section 4-168(a)(7) prescribes requirements for the holding of an agency public hearing regarding proposed
regulations. Enter the date(s) of the hearing(s) held under that section, if any; also enter the date(s) of any
hearing(s) the agency was required to hold under the provisions of any other law.

5. As applicable, enter the effective date of the regulation here, or indicate that it is effective upon filing with the
Secretary of the State. Please note the information below.

Regulations are effective upon filing with the Secretary of the State or at a later specified date. See CGS Section
4-172(b) which provides that each regulation is effective upon filing, or, if a later date is required by statute or
specified in the regulation, the later date is the effective date. An effective date may not precede the effective
date of the public act requiring or permitting the regulation. Emergency regulations are effective immediately
upon filing with the Secretary of the State, or at a stated date less than twenty days thereatfter.



